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Objectives of this webinar

❏ Discuss last issues & concerns related to these vocabularies; and 

❏ Reach a consensus before their final publication. 



Agenda

1. Welcome 

2. Overview of combined version of the Core Vocabularies

3. Break

4. Core Person & Core Location Vocabularies 

5. Core Business & Core Public Organisation Vocabularies

6. Wrap up



Webinar practicalities

Click on « connect audio » but please mute your 
microphones

You can also share your questions for the Q&A session via 
the chat*

The webinar will be recorded

*One question after each speaker + Q&A discussion 



2. Overview of combined version 
of all Core Vocabularies

Speaker: Pavlina FRAGKOU



Context of the Core Vocabularies 

• The initial version (v1.0) of the Core Vocabularies was 
published in 2013. The Core Public Organisation Vocabulary 
was added to this list in 2016, together with the Core Public 
Service Vocabulary.

• Therefore, the revision process in view of a major release 
(v2.0) of the Core Vocabularies has been initiated by a public 
review in order to list the points of improvement and changes 
to be made. 

• The objective of this webinar is to introduce the proposed new 
version (v2.0) of the Core Vocabularies based on your 
contribution, in order to discuss it and acknowledge it officially.



SEMIC solutions

Specifications

• Core Person

• Core Location

• Core Business

• Core Public Organisation

• Core Criterion and Core Evidence

• Core Public Service Vocabulary (Application Profile)

• DCAT-AP

• GeoDCAT-AP (DCAT-AP extension)

• StatDCAT-AP (DCAT-AP extension)

• ADMS
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The e-Government Core Vocabularies are

• simplified,
• re-usable, and
• extensible

data models that capture the fundamental characteristics of a 
data entity in a context-neutral and syntax-neutral fashion.

Objective of the Core Vocabularies



The e-Government Core Vocabularies are

• simplified,
• re-usable, and
• extensible

data models that capture the fundamental characteristics of a data 
entity in a context-neutral and syntax-neutral fashion.

Objective of the Core Vocabularies

→ Keeping things simple require to find a balance between the use cases 
supported end their level of complexity.

→ We focus in the Core Vocabularies on the reusability. However, logging 
and describing use cases is very important for future work (whether it is part 
of extensions or in the Core Vocabularies directly).

We invite you to log your use cases on GitHub based on 
the proposed template (next slide).

https://github.com/SEMICeu/CPOV/issues/new?assignees=&labels=use_case&template=use-case-template.yml&title=%5BUse+case%5D%3A+


Use case 
template



Principles for creating good definitions

The “Principles for creating good definitions” are available in 
GitHub.

Such principles (e.g. use singular, no circular dependencies, etc.) 
will be used in consistent manner thorough the Core 
Vocabularies.

Feel free to share your feedback on these principles by answering 
directly to the open issues on the respective Core Vocabularies or 
by opening a new issue.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/github.com/SEMICeu/OpenGuidelines/blob/main/Principles*20for*20creating*20good*20definitions_v1.00.pdf__;JSUlJQ!!DOxrgLBm!XLZhzVjTGrlsjV9OVhKNNO6DgUhOwXYNy9ari_BC2isW47WBGCDi0EwChuBtW2q3uIs2mQE6PQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/github.com/SEMICeu/OpenGuidelines/issues__;!!DOxrgLBm!XLZhzVjTGrlsjV9OVhKNNO6DgUhOwXYNy9ari_BC2isW47WBGCDi0EwChuBtW2q3uItLqryfng$


Core Vocabularies in a nutshell

The Core Vocabularies are a set of semantic assets that aim at capturing 
the fundamental characteristics of data entities to ensure a minimum level 
of harmonisation across domains.

A person’s name(s), date and place of birth/death, identifier, 
addresses, citizenship, etc.

The legal name, address, identifier, company type, and 
activities of a legal entity.

The different ways of describing a location, e.g. via an 
address, a geographic name, or a geometry, in alignment with 
INSPIRE.

The administrative information, hierarchy, identifiers, events 
and classification of a public organisation.

describe



Core Vocabularies – simple example

Isabel has just been hired by IT Consulting corp. IT Consulting corp would 
like to verify her age and gender in order to obtain subsidies defined in a 
law. The subsidies are a public service provided by the Ministry of Interior.

The law wants to encourage IT businesses in the country to attract young 
graduated women in the IT domain and therefore requires the person 
hired to be under 24 years old and a female.

Amongst other documents, Isabel provides to IT Consulting corp. her 
birth certificate to prove her age and gender.

IT Consulting corp. requires an extract of the national address 
base registry, showing its address in order to prove that the company is 
under the right jurisdiction and sends all pieces of evidence to the 
authority.



Core Vocabularies – simple example

Isabel (Person) has just been hired by IT Consulting corp (Legal Entity). 
IT Consulting corp would like to verify her age and gender in order to 
obtain subsidies (Public Service) defined in a law (Reference 
Framework/Legal Resource). The subsidies are a public service 
provided by the Ministry of Interior (Public Organisation).

The law wants to encourage IT businesses in the country (Requirement) 
to attract young graduated women in the IT domain and therefore 
requires the person hired to be under 24 years old (Requirement) and a 
female (Requirement).

Amongst other documents, Isabel provides to IT Consulting corp. her birth 
certificate (Evidence) to prove her age and gender.

IT Consulting corp. requires an extract of the national address base 
registry (Evidence), showing its address (Address) in order to prove that 
the company is under the right jurisdiction and sends all pieces of 
evidence to the authority.

(BOLD) Labels of concepts from the Core Vocabularies



Isabel (Person) has just been hired by IT Consulting corp. (Legal 
Entity).



IT Consulting corp would like to verify her age and gender in order to obtain 
subsidies (Public Service) defined in a law (Reference Framework/Legal 
Resource). The subsidies are a public service provided by the Ministry of Interior 
(Public Organisation).

+plays role

+has competent authority

+has legal resource



The law wants to encourage IT businesses in the country (Requirement) to 
attract young graduated women in the IT domain and therefore requires the 
person hired to be under 24 years old (Requirement) and a female 
(Requirement).

+plays role

+has competent authority

+has legal resource



Amongst other documents, Isabel provides to IT Consulting corp. her 
birth certificate (Evidence) to prove her age and gender.

+plays role

+has competent authority

+has legal resource

+is provided by

+is supported by



IT Consulting corp. requires an extract of the national address base registry 
(Evidence), showing its address (Address) in order to prove that the 
company is under the right jurisdiction and sends all pieces of evidence to 
the authority.

+plays role

+has competent authority

+has legal resource

+has criterion

+is provided by

+is supported by

+is 
provided 
by

+registered address



Core Vocabularies – simplified diagram

Legal Entity

Person

Address

Public Service

Public Organisation

Requirement

Evidence



Core Vocabularies – document structure

Reference 

Framework

Public 

Organisation's

Country

Public Organisation

Period of time

Requirement

Person + 

Location





3. Break



3. Core Person & Core Location 
Vocabularies 

Speaker: Emidio STANI

Overview of key elements of each Core Vocabulary and changes 

proposed

Discussion of key issues and proposed resolutions



Core Person



Matronymic name (Core Person Issue #25)

Finland and Sweden have been requested the addition of Matronymic Name.

For inclusiveness alongside patronymic.

Impact: minor issue

Status: resolution to be agreed

Proposition :

Add matronymicName as property in Person class

https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Person-Vocabulary/issues/25


Birth and death date (Core Person Issue #9 and #17)

Last agreement was using the data type “Date” for the properties Birth and 
Death date.

In order to be flexible in case the exact day is not known, it is requested to 
indicate the Birth/Death date as of union of xs:date, xs:gYearMonth and 
xs:gYear

Impact: minor issue

Status: resolution to be agreed

Proposition :

Create a new data type “Date” as union of xs:date, xs:gYearMonth and 
xs:gYear, so information models can be flexible

https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Person-Vocabulary/issues/9
https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Person-Vocabulary/issues/17


Additional address (Core Person Issues #3, #32, #35)

There a few requests to add the concept of an 2nd address, that could be a 
domicile, in addition to the concept of residency.

Note: the concept of domicile is present in the Regulation on Public 
Documents.

Impact: minor issue

Status: resolution to be agreed

Proposition :

Create a new relation “domicile” 
between Person and Address.

https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Person-Vocabulary/issues/3
https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Person-Vocabulary/issues/32
https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Person-Vocabulary/issues/35


Core Location



Geopolitical code (Core Location issue #12)

AdminUnitL1 and L2 do not allow flexibility as there can be additional levels

Impact: minor issue

Status: resolution to be agreed

Proposition :

Create a class AdminUnit with 2 properties:

● level (L3, L4, etc.) and
● the respective code for that level.

Link Address with AdminUnit with the respective 
property additionalAdminUnit

Keep adminUnitL1/L2 for backward compatibility

https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Location-Vocabulary/issues/12


Address property and registeredAddress used in other EU core vocs
(Core Location issue #8)

The property registeredAddress is used in multiple vocabularies, the request 
to is to move it in Core Location vocabulary instead of being part of the other 
Core Vocs.

Impact: minor issue

Status: resolution to be agreed

Proposition :

Move registeredAddress in 
Core Location

https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Location-Vocabulary/issues/8


3. Core Business & Core Public 
Organisation Vocabularies 

Speaker: Emidio STANI

Overview of key elements of each Core Vocabulary and changes 

proposed

Discussion of key issues and proposed resolutions



Core Business Vocabulary



LegalEntity class, backward compatibility and a new class

(Core Business issue #21)

Request to make legal Entity under foaf:Agent and create a new class

Impact: major issue

Status: resolution to be agreed

https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Business-Vocabulary/issues/21


LegalEntity class, backward compatibility and a new class

(Core Business issue #21)

Description

A Legal Entity able to transact business, typically registered with a body 
able to confer legal status such as a national business register.

Usage

A Legal Entity is able to trade, is legally liable for its actions, accounts, tax 
affairs etc. This makes Legal Entities distinct from the concept of 
organisations, groups or sole traders. Many organisations exist that are not 
Legal Entities, yet to the outside world they have staff, hierarchies, locations 
etc. Other organisations exist that are an umbrella for several Legal Entities 
(universities are often good examples of this). This vocabulary is concerned 
solely with registered Legal Entities and does not attempt to cover all 
possible trading bodies.

Proposition :

Keep Legal Entity as it is, it was always a subclass of org:FormalOrganization
and diagram was a simplification

Impact: major issue

Status: resolution to be agreed

https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Business-Vocabulary/issues/21


Core Public Organisation Vocabulary



Adding class to define a public authority organisation

(Core Public Organization issue #18)

Request to add new class to define Public Authority Organisation and 
subclasses;

Are there any use cases ?

If there are use cases, it can be 

considered for future releases

Impact: major issue

Status: resolution to be agreed

https://github.com/SEMICeu/CPOV/issues/18


6. Wrap-up



Next steps

1. Feedback on the "Principles for creating good definitions” is 
more than welcome, deadline end of December, after that 
the new release will be created.

2. Core Vocabularies serializations, initial study of the guidelines 
rules followed by different approaches on GitHub. Investigate 
on stakeholders needs and provision of feedback in GitHub.

3. Public review on GitHub :
https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Person-Vocabulary/issues

https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Business-Vocabulary/issues

https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Location-Vocabulary/issues

https://github.com/SEMICeu/CPOV/issues

https://github.com/SEMICeu/OpenGuidelines/blob/main/xml/guidelines.md
https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Person-Vocabulary/issues
https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Business-Vocabulary/issues
https://github.com/SEMICeu/Core-Location-Vocabulary/issues
https://github.com/SEMICeu/CPOV/issues
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