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Open Source Software Initiatives

Latvia has advanced open source adoption in the public sector through its “open source by default” national
policy. Cabinet Regulation No. 367 requires public agencies to prioritise open source for new, rebuilt, or
upgraded IT solutions. The Ministry of Smart Administration and Regional Development (VARAM) leads digital
government policy and ICT, while the Latvian Open Technology Association (LATA) continues to advocate for
open source as a strategic player. Since 2020, promising initiatives such as the National Artificial Intelligence
Center and the Portal of State Administration Services have emerged.

STRATEGIC PLAYER
Latvian Open Technology Association (LATA) is a
national association of IT providers, users, and
technology organisations. LATA advocates for open
technology through workshops, policy engagement,
education programmes, and events.

CABINET ORDER No. 490
The Digital Transformation Guidelines 2021-2027
establish ‘reuse and open source’ as a core principle.
The guidelines define open source as an enabler of
interoperability, autonomy (reducing dependence on
vendors), and system reliability. They also require
reconstruction plans for public administration
information systems that emphasise the use of open
source software.

POLICY MAKERS
The Ministry of Smart Administration and
Regional Development (VARAM) oversees
government ICT, including Digital Government
Architecture, EU Digital Wallet and the Portal of State
Administration Services. VARAM leads the national
digital transformation policy with the ICT Council. 

CABINET REGULATION No. 367 
This national regulation of 2023 establishes open
source as the default for new public sector IT. The
promotion of open source also applies to the
replacement of components in existing IT systems.
Proprietary solutions are permitted only in justified
cases.

BUILDING INFORMATION SYSTEM (BIS)
The State Construction Control Bureau maintains the
national information portal for construction processes,
allowing users to manage permits, registers, and
building administration. BIS was developed using open
source solutions, including Ruby on Rails, PostgreSQL,
and CentOS.
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PORTAL OF STATE ADMINISTRATION SERVICES
Maintained by the State Digital Development Agency
and accessible to all Latvian residents, the portal
serves as the central platform for accessing
information on public administration services and their
digital use.

NATIONAL ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE CENTRE
The initiative is a collaboration between public and
private actors and aims to become the leading platform
for the development and implementation of AI
solutions in Latvia. Launched in March 2025, it plans to
publish reference implementations under permissive
licences and maintain an open source repository of
Latvian-language models.

HUGO.LV
HUGO.LV is the national language platform developed
as part of the National Language Technology Platform
(NLTP). It provides language services, including
translation, speech recognition, synthesis, and more.
The platform is freely accessible and built as open
source.
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