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Republic of North Macedonia 

Executive summary 

The Republic of North Macedonia has been a candidate country for EU membership since 2005, and many 

of its digital initiatives are aligned with European frameworks and priorities. This translates into an 

extensive digital transformation agenda and clear intentions to use open innovation, open data, software 

reuse and open source software (OSS) to make the public sector more transparent and accountable.  

In 2024, the North Macedonian digital landscape underwent slight modification with the establishment of a 

new Ministry of Digital Transformation being spun off from the previous Ministry of Information Society and 

Administration. The new ministry leads North Macedonian digital policymaking through key projects such as 

the Open Data Portal and the Interoperability Platform, which aim at transparency enhancement and 

citizens' empowerment for a technologically advanced country.  

With an established policy direction for the government embodied in the ICT Development Strategy: 

SMART/MK 2030, and an upcoming legal framework for software reuse between public entities, North 

Macedonia is on a positive track for open source software development in the public sector. Although there 

are not yet many civil society organisations dealing with open source software, actors such as the 

Metamorphosis Foundation and the non-profit Free Software Macedonia have been active for over two 

decades and are involved in different initiatives connected to digital transformation and open data. They 

also actively collaborate with the government, providing expert insights on building open tools.  
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Actors 

This section presents the key governmental bodies and strategic players influencing awareness and uptake 

of open source software within North Macedonia’s government and the public sector.  

Policymakers 

●​ Ministry of Digital Transformation (MTD)1: This ministry was formed in June 2024 from the splitting 

of the Ministry of Information Society and Administration (MISA), which also saw the creation of 

the Ministry of Public Administration (MPA). The MTD leads the country’s digital policymaking 

through investments and partnerships. It also combats corruption and aims to make the 

government and public services more transparent and accessible to citizens. 

Strategic players 

●​ Metamorphosis (Метаморфозис)2: This foundation, based in Skopje, encourages citizens and civil 

society to use innovative tools to exert their civil rights. It is a leading advocate in fostering civil 

engagement through the use of information technology and knowledge sharing. Metamorphosis is 

actively involved in the fight against media disinformation, promotion of public accountability and 

online human rights. It also works closely with the MTD in the framework of the government’s 

open society and transparency initiatives by providing expert advice.   

●​ Free Software Macedonia (Слободен софтвер Македонија)3: This Skopje-based non-profit 

organisation is dedicated to the promotion of free software use and open standards. It is the only 

NGO in the country that deals with free software, working on both the economic and socio-ethical 

aspects of raising awareness. Free Software Macedonia has over twenty years of experience in 

software migration and open data initiatives, in particular with the government, and more recently 

with the MTD. It has also previously shared guidelines on the use of the Ubuntu Linux operating 

system and OpenOffice.org4. 

Policy and legal framework 

This section summarises the main digital and public services policies relating to open source software in 

North Macedonia, including landmark strategies, documents and implementation frameworks. The list is 

presented in chronological order, starting from the most recent milestone.  

●​ Work Programme of the Government of the Republic of North Macedonia for 2024-20285: Drafted 

and published in June 2024, this document outlines priority reforms for the country and its 

5 https://portal.mdt.gov.mk/post-body-files/strateski-prior,iteti-file-jdwg.pdf  

4 
https://interoperable-europe.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/inline-files/OSOR_Country%20report_
North%20Macedonia.pdf 

3 https://www.slobodensoftver.org.mk  
2 https://metamorphosis.org.mk  
1 https://mdt.gov.mk/en-GB  

4 

 

https://portal.mdt.gov.mk/post-body-files/strateski-prioriteti-file-jdwg.pdf
https://www.slobodensoftver.org.mk
https://metamorphosis.org.mk
https://mdt.gov.mk/en-GB


Open Source Software Country Intelligence Report – Republic of North Macedonia 

citizens. It explicitly refers to the promotion of “open innovation” to support the private sector's 

digital transformation and plans to establish a Digital Innovation Centre, acting as a one-stop shop 

for collaboration between the private sector and higher education institutions. The section 

"Government and transparency” encourages the increased use, reuse and redistribution of open 

data, as a tool to promote government accountability. This is realised through the Open Data 

initiative (see below). 

●​ ICT Development Strategy: SMART/MK 20306: This policy sets out the creation of a modern digital 

economy as the government’s top priority and draws a roadmap for overcoming challenges and 

promoting technologies for inclusive socio-economic development. As part of the action plan, a 

goal explicitly laid out is the “reuse of digital solutions”, which includes the following measures:  

1)​ A national legal framework analysis for determining a competent institution that will coordinate 

activities for the reuse of digital solutions in the public sector. 

2)​ The preparation of legal amendments to determine the competence and opportunities for reusing 

digital solutions. 

3)​ The establishment of a national registry of open source and digital solutions for the public sector. 

Another measure listed is the development of a digital wallet for national e-identification by adapting 

existing open source solutions. 

Open source software initiatives 

This section presents an overview of the main open source software-related initiatives in the Republic of 

North Macedonia. The list is presented in chronological order, starting with the most recent initiative. 

●​ Western Balkans Digital Summit7: Held in Skopje on 1-2 October 2025, and hosted by the MTD, it 

was considered one of the most important regional events in the field of digitalisation. The event 

aimed to bring together international organisations, private sector representatives, academics and 

civil society from across the Western Balkans and the EU. Topics discussed during roundtables, 

panel discussions and networking sessions included digital public services, interoperability, 

cybersecurity and artificial intelligence (AI), and digital wallet technologies. 

●​ Open Data Portal of the Republic of North Macedonia8: This is an official government platform 

maintained by the MTD providing free and open access to data generated by public institutions. 

The Portal is based on CKAN, an open source data management system. It promotes transparency, 

accountability and citizen participation in the policy-making process. As the most relevant open 

source project at a national level, the portal can be used by all public institutions to publish 

datasets in machine-readable formats, as well as data catalogues9.  Three hackathons were also 

9 https://mdt.gov.mk/en-GB/klucni-aktivnosti/otvoreni-podatoci  
8 data.gov.mk 
7 https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/events/western-balkans-digital-summit-2025  
6 https://mdt.gov.mk/en-GB/regulativa/strategija-za-razvoj-na-ikt-smart-mk-2030  
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published on the Open Data Portal, and the MTD is currently considering further possibilities for 

upgrades and adjustments. 

●​ The Interoperability Platform10: Based on European standards and best practices for 

interoperability, the platform enables the exchange of documents, information and data in a secure 

and standardised manner, thanks to established procedures and protocols. It facilitates the flow of 

information between state institutions and provides better quality services to citizens. Managed by 

the MTD, the platform is currently undergoing an assessment for broader public sector rollout. 

●​ Base4211: This physical hackerspace was built to promote open code and open information, as well 

as peer learning. Activities also include open source initiatives, such as the event held in December 

2024, “MKLLM-7B, the journey of the first open-source LLM for the Macedonian language”12. 

Additionally, a Free Open Source Software (FOSS) club regularly meets up at Base42. 

12 https://base42.mk/events/pydata-december-2024  
11 https://base42.mk/#about  
10 https://servicecatalog.interop.gov.mk/Node/DocumentationPage#/documentationPage  
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