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Belgium

Executive summary

Digital policy in Belgium falls under the jurisdiction of federal, regional and linguistic community levels. This
distribution can result in a relatively decentralised approach to IT and digital policy. At the federal level,
there does not appear to be a mandate requiring the use of particular types of software, including open
source software, leaving software adoption decisions largely to individual administrations and procurement
processes. Consequently, approaches to digital policy and software adoption may vary across levels of
government and public bodies. Belgium does not currently appear to have a comprehensive national policy
framework dedicated specifically to open source software. At the federal level, the transposition of the EU
Open Data and Reuse of Public Sector Information Act created an open-by-default policy by considering
code developed by or for federal administrations as administrative documents and mandating transparency
in the work of administrations. However, while implementation is advancing through numerous
project-based initiatives, systematic adoption across the federal public sector remains limited due to

capacity constraints and low awareness of this rule.

At the federated level, the three Belgian regions, Brussels-Capital, Wallonia and Flanders, and one of the
three linguistic communities, the Wallonia-Brussels Federation, have digital agencies dedicated to the
digitisation and digital transformation of public services. Although open source software does not appear to
be systematically embedded in regional or community-level digital strategies or decrees, it has been
referenced in some past coalition agreements. In Wallonia, the regional digital strategy also refers to the

related principles of interoperability and digital sovereignty.

In the absence of a broad, dedicated policy framework for open source software, open source activity in
Belgium appears to be shaped largely by decentralised initiatives led by regional, local and community
actors. These include projects initiated by public agencies, local administrations and developer
communities. Some Belgian local communities have been active for many years and have gained

international recognition.

For instance, the Walloon inter-municipal association iMio develops and provides open source solutions to
local authorities, achieving coverage of 90% of municipalities in the Walloon region. In Flanders, the
Digiteam of the Flemish Agency of Home Affairs has taken the initiative of making the solutions they
develop for local authorities open source wherever possible. Belgium is also home to FOSDEM, the largest
open source conferences in Europe, which gathers thousands of open source practitioners at the ULB
Solbosch campus in Brussels. Although coordination remains challenging, this strong community-driven
innovation ecosystem provides fertile ground for future policy developments as awareness and capacity

continue to grow.
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Actors

This section presents the key governmental bodies and strategic players influencing awareness and uptake

of open source software within the Belgian government and the public sector.

Policymakers

Belgian Federal Public Service Policy and Support (FPS BOSA)!: At the federal level, the FPS BOSA
is responsible for providing efficient, customer-oriented public administration services. To this end,
it supports customers, users and policymakers in five key areas: Civil Service, Simplification and
Digital Administration, Budgeting and Accounting, Public Procurement, and Strategic Support. The
Directorate-General for Simplification and Digital Administration, in particular, is responsible for
digitalising existing services and supporting the development of new digital services. The FPS
BOSA is also responsible for developing and monitoring digital transformation and e-government
on behalf of the federal administration. The FPS BOSA is actively working on the digital agenda,
driving digital evolution, reforms and trends in AI and blockchain technologies, and providing

federal partners with the expertise, services and support they need to securely exchange data.

Digital Agency Wallonia (Agence du Numérique, AdN)?: At the regional level, the Digital Agency for
Wallonia is responsible for structuring the digital ecosystem and overseeing the implementation of
Wallonia's digital strategy, as defined by the Walloon Government. AdN is the key partner and lead

advisor to the Walloon Region on digital matters.

Digital Flanders (Digitaal Vlaanderen)?®: Digitaal Vlaanderen is the digital partner for Flemish and
local authorities within the Flanders Region. The agency is responsible for delivering digital
transformation projects and quiding local governments through every step of the process. It
supports the Flemish Government and helps lead its digital transformation. Digitaal Vlaanderen

maintains a repository on GitHub®.

Agency for Home Affairs (Agentschap Binnenlands Bestuur, ABB): The Agency for Internal
Administration is an agency of the Flemish Government responsible for strengthening the
relationship between citizens and local administration, and supporting democratic participation.
There, the Digiteam is responsible for various tasks within this agency, including managing IT
strategy and operations, from the workplace environment and file handling to the Local Authorities
Desk (LBLOD). The team also develops strategic ICT projects around the agency's core tasks, such
as providing support for numerical data products and Local Decisions as Linked Open Data.
Additionally, the Digiteam guides inter-administrative digitisation at the Flemish-local level and
supports local authorities in their digitisation projects. All code developed by the ABB’s Digiteam is

published as open source.

1
2

https://bosa.belgium.be/en/about-fps-bosa

3 https://www.vlaanderen.be/digitaal-vlaanderen

4 https://aithub.com/Informatievlaanderen
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Paradigm.Brussels®: In the Brussels-Capital Region, Paradigm is the public organisation responsible
for driving the digital transformation of the region. Paradigm supports the Minister for IT and the
Digital Transition. Its mission is to prepare, manage and implement the Region's digital strategy,
ensuring accessibility for all users. In this capacity, the agency organises digital capabilities by
developing coherence, pooling, and cross-functionality to accelerate the digital transitions of public

services.

ETNICS®: At the community level, ETNIC is a public IT services company and digital partner for the
Wallonia-Brussels Federation entities, leading the digital transformation of public services. The
agency develops IT solutions that are tailored to meet the expectations and needs of its

beneficiaries and the Federation's citizens.

Strategic players

iMio’: In the Walloon Region, iMio is an inter-municipal association and the main partner to help
local administrations to digitalise their services. It was established at the request of the Minister of
Local Authorities to create a centralised structure to promote and coordinate the pooling of
organisational solutions, IT products and IT services for local Walloon authorities. The association
designs and pools business software developed for and by local authorities, providing them with IT
expertise and support for various digital services. All iMio services are designed as open source
software, open data and open standards. As of 2026, 453 local authorities were part of the
inter-municipal cooperation, representing almost 100% of all Walloon municipalities.® In 2017, the
European Commission chose iMio to represent Wallonia at the Sharing & Reuse Awards Contest.

The association won first prize in the Local Authorities category.

V-ICT-OR (Vlaamse Ict Organisatie)’: In the Flanders Region, V-ICT-OR is an IT organisation that
proposes expertise in ICT for local governments. Acting as a network of experts and practitioners,
V-ICT-OR has developed multiple open source solutions for administrations in Flanders,
coordinating efforts in digitalisation.°

Abelli (L'association belge de promotion du logiciel libre)'!: Abelli is a Belgian association that
promotes open source software by raising awareness and encouraging the public, and particularly
associations, to use this kind of software. The main goal of the association is to 'educate, inform,
promote and campaign’ for open source software and digital alternatives. The non-profit
organisation was created in 2013 to organise the 14th Libre Software Meeting in Brussels. Since
then, they have organised events to bring together the non-profit sector and the open source

community in Belgium.

5 https://be.brussels/en/about-region/structure-and-organisations/administrations-and-institutions-region/paradigm

5 https://www.etnic.be/beneficier-des-services-de-letnic/innover-collaborer/

7
8
9

https://www.imio.be/
hitps://www.imio.be/imio/membres

0 httpopen sourcer.be/wat-we-doen
" https://abelli-asbl.be/
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0SGeo community (Belgian Chapter)'?: The Belgian Chapter of the 0SGeo Community is the
Belgian representative of the Open Source Geospatial Foundation. It promotes free software and
open data in the geospatial field and supports the community of producers and users of such
software and data. The Chapter was initiated during the 2015 FOSDEM event in Brussels and

organised the first Belgium/FOSS4G event on 29 October 2015 to announce its creation.

ULiége Open Source Academy®3: The Open Source Academy, launched at the end of 2023, is part
of the University of Liege's (ULiege) Open Science roadmap. Its main goal is to bring together a
dynamic community around the open source ecosystem at ULiege and the University Hospital. The
academy was established in response to the observation that many open source software
developers lack coordination. As these developers may face similar difficulties, the Academy aims
to connect them. The Academy is a bottom-up initiative and is not an official university body.
Maintained by volunteers, it is launching diverse projects, including a software directory, an open

source software user guide for switching to Linux and a series of workshops on licences.

Smals'*: Established in 1939, this non-profit association began by helping child benefit funds adopt
data-processing systems of the time. Since then, it has expanded to support its members in
information management, delivering integrated IT services. Smals' activities are exclusively aimed
at public organisations and focus on the social and health sectors. The association offers its
services to members at cost price and operates as an in-house IT service. In particular, the
association manages the eHealth platform®® and the ICT Reuse portal, which focuses on the reuse
of components, mostly for the Social Security institutions.’* In 2007, Smals published its first
inventory of open source software and open standards and published the ninth version of this
inventory in 2012, comprising over 160 solutions.'” Although the inventory is not maintained any

more, the association’s 2024 activities report includes a few open source tools.®

Policy and legal framework

This section summarises the main digital and public services policies relating to open source software in

Belgium, including landmark strategy documents and implementation frameworks. The list is presented in

chronological order, starting from the most recent milestone.

Digital Wallonia, 2025*: Digital Wallonia is the regional government's digital strategy for Wallonia.
It was officially launched in December 2015 and updated in 2018 and 2022, with the most recent
update in October 2025. Digital Wallonia provides a framework for consistency and sustainability in
digital policies. It is a key part of the Walloon Government's General Policy Statement (DPR) for
the 2024-2029 legislative term. The Digital Wallonia 2025-2029 programme has six priorities in

line with the European Digital Decade: a connected and smart region; cybersecurity; artificial

12

'3 https://www.recherche.uliege.be/cms/c_19989628/fr/open-source-academy
4 https://www.smals.be/fr/qui-sommes-nous/propos-de-smals

15
16

https://www.ehealth.fgov.be/fr/page/requlation
https [[www.ict-reuse. be/f

8 https /Iwww. smals be/snesldefauIt/flles/2025 06/Rapport%20d%27act|V|t%CS%AQS%ZOSmals%202024 web.pdf

'® www.digitalwallonia.be/fr/strateqie/
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intelligence; digital transformation and innovation; digital skills; and data sovereignty. Although the
strategy does not explicitly mention open source software, the measures it includes on open
standards, interoperability and sovereignty align with open source principles. This creates a

favourable environment for the future inclusion of open source software.

e Policy Statement of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation, 2019-2024%: The statement has a dedicated
chapter on digitalisation. It promotes open standards, open source software, and open data as

indispensable tools within public administrations.

e Political Declaration of Wallonia, 2019-2024%: aims to promote the use of open standards and
open source software, both of which are deemed as essential tools to ensure accessibility to ICT
while simultaneously guaranteeing the freedom of individual users. For this reason, Walloon public
administrations had intended to adopt open source software solutions and promote their use

among citizens and companies.

e Open Data and Reuse of Public Sector Information Law, 201622 The law transposes the EU Open
Data Directive at the federal level. Article 2 stipulates that any information or stored data held by a
public authority, regardless of the medium or form in which it is stored — including the source
code of computer programmes and algorithms — is considered an administrative document under
this law. While the European directive on open data and the re-use of public sector information
focuses primarily on data, the Belgian federal transposition of this law covers the broader concept
of administrative documents, including code developed by public administrations. However, this
does not necessarily imply a general obligation to publish all software developed by public

authorities as open source.

e Brussels-Capital Regional Government Agreement, 2009-2014%: titled "Sustainable regional
development for the people of Brussels" favoured the use of open source software both at

communal and regional levels.

e Declaration on the French Community Policy, 2009-2014%**: titled “A shared energy for a
sustainable, human and supportive society” (Une énergie partagée pour une société durable,
humaine et solidaire) promotes the use of open source software in administrations and ministerial

offices.

Open source software initiatives

This section presents an overview of the main open source software-related initiatives in Belgium. The list

is presented in chronological order, starting with the most recent initiative.

e Le Comptoir Open Source, 2026%: This initiative originally started as a blog in 2024, with the aim

2 http://archive.pfwb.be/1000000020c6026

2! hitps://www.wallonie.be/sites/default/files/2019-09/declaration_politique_regionale_2019-2024.pdf
2 hitps://www.ejustice just.fgov.be/eli/loi/2016/05/04/2016009236/justel#l NKO001

23

24 http://archive.pfwb.be/10000000104701e
% https://www.comptoiropensource.ora/



https://www.comptoiropensource.org/
http://archive.pfwb.be/10000000104701e
https://www.febisp.be/media/static/files/AccordGouvernement/texte_accord_12_juillet.pdf
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/eli/loi/2016/05/04/2016009236/justel#LNK0001
https://www.wallonie.be/sites/default/files/2019-09/declaration_politique_regionale_2019-2024.pdf
http://archive.pfwb.be/1000000020c6026

Open Source Software Country Intelligence Report — Belgium

of making free and open source software more understandable and accessible to the public. In
2026, the organisation started the process of becoming a recognised non-profit, with the ambition
of raising awareness of open source software among public authorities, schools, and other
organisations. Several projects are currently underway, including encouraging and supporting
schools in Wallonia to switch to open source software, and establishing a lab to test local, open

source Al solutions.

WOW-BE Reboot, 2026%°: WOW-BE displays third-party data from the WOW network, a system for
sharing, discovering, and investigating public weather data. The project was launched as an
experiment from the UK national meteorological service (UK Met Office) in 2011 where anyone can
upload weather observations. Following the UK Met Office’s decision to discontinue the central data
management of WOW in 2026, the Belgian Royal Meteorological Institute (RMI) decided to
decouple the WOW-BE platform from the Met Office on 31 December 2025.%” The platform has
been relaunched under the name WOW-BE reboot so that owners of personal weather stations will
continue to be able to link their station to a non-commercial, community-driven platform. This
allows the RMI to receive crucial measurements in diverse environments. In addition, the RMI
implemented several improvements to the platform. Registration is simpler and available in Dutch,
French, and English, and new weather variables have been added. Furthermore, the platform is

now open source, and the source code is available on GitHub.?®

Geeks Anonymes (Anonymous Geeks), 2026%: The Anonymous Geeks are a series of monthly,
in-person conferences focusing on open source software. The initiative is aimed at a 'geek’
audience, particularly those who code, such as computer scientists, engineers, biologists and
doctors. Initially launched by the RISE department at the University of Liege in May 2013, the
conferences restarted in 2026 as part of the Open Source Academy initiative, focusing particularly
on open source technologies, practices, and communities. The goal of the initiative is to create a

community and network of open source enthusiasts.

ULiége & CHU software showcase (Vitrine des logiciels ULiege & CHU), 2023%*: The showcase is a
repository of software developed at the University of Liege, with an emphasis on open source
software and including information on licences. Part of the Open Source Academy initiative, the
website allows users to search locally produced software by licence, language, operating system,
etc. Each software listing provides essential information and links to the projects. Legal aspects of

all software are pre-evaluated, including intellectual property rights and open source licences.

Open Science Roadmap, 2023%': The University of Liege adopted this roadmap to strengthen its
commitment to Open Science. The roadmap includes six concrete commitments and objectives.

The third focuses on developing and consolidating direct communication through training courses

% https://wow.meteo.be/en/

27
28
29

https://wow.meteo.be/en/wow-be-reboot-en/why-reboot/
https://qithub.com/rmibelgium/wowbe

30 hitps://www.software.uliege.be/cms/c 19988793/en/software-all-software
31 hitps://www.recherche.uliege.be/upload/docs/application/pdf/2024-05/fr_uliege_science ouverte 2023-2028.pdf
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covering Open Science, presented in a structured portfolio format to improve visibility and clarity.
This covers Open Access, FAIR Data Management, Open Source, Open Education, Citizen Science,
etc. Additionally, chapter four specifically covers open source software, setting objectives such as
raising awareness of its added value for researchers' careers, promoting its use in professional

evaluations and training staff and students in creating and reusing it.

Open source software coverage in Walloon municipalities, 2021: As of 2026, 453 local authorities
are part of the inter-municipal cooperation (iMio), representing almost 100% of all municipalities in

Wallonia.*

Matomo, 2020°%: BOSA switched from Google Analytics to Matomo for visitor statistics. After a

transition period, the Matomo module was added to Drupal®** into Openfed (7 and 8)®.

Coronalert, 2020%: Forked from Germany’s Corona-Warn-App, Coronalert was developed by the
Belgian government in a fraction of the time and cost expected.®” Published under an open source
licence, the app is based around the DP-3T protocol, which is also open source. Through its
Corona-Warn-App infrastructure, Coronalert was directly compatible with the platform established

by the European Commission via the European Federation Gateway Service.

Flemish Environment Agency’s sewer monitoring system, 2019: Part of an inter-regional project of
North-West Europe, the BE-GOOD solution®® is used for tracing data and any kind of topological

network. It was originally built for rivers and sewer systems.

BOSA Accessibility Check, 2019%: a JavaScript application that checks web pages and detects
non-adherence with a defined presentation or accessibility standard. It is a fork originating from
HTML_CodeSniffer*, a client-side script that checks HTML source code and detects violations of a

defined coding standard.

Open Source Software in Education, 2019: The Flemish Ministry for Education has been promoting
the use of free software for many years. In 2005%, all Flemish primary and secondary schools
received an extensive manual on the use of free software. In 2019%, the Flemish Minister of
Education Hilde Crevits announced that students with learning difficulties that impede their ability
to read and write will be provided with free reading software offered by the government in higher
education. As of 2026, students from higher education can use the software ADIBooks for free, but
have to purchase the reading software themselves or rely on the policies of their educational

institution.®

32 See link

https://matomo.ora/
https://www.drupal.org/project/matomo
https://qithub.com/openfed/openfed8

37 https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/open-source-observatory-open sourceelgium-forked-its-covid-19-app

38 hitps://www.efro-projecten.be/nl/zoek-een-europees-project/be-good~381/

https://qithub.com/openfed/AccessibilityCheck

https://squizlabs.qgithub.io/HTML_CodeSniffer/

42 hitps://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2019/01/19/gratis-voorleessoftware-binnenkort-ook-voor-studenten-hoger-onde/

4 https://www.vlaanderen.be/voorleessoftware-voor-leerlingen-met-leesbeperkingen
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Open Source Software in Enabel, 2019*: The Belgian development cooperation agency Enabel*
has opted for open source software since 2019. The software has helped to lower the barriers for
collaboration between the agency and public institutions and non-governmental organisations due
to its accessible and affordable nature. The agency maintains a GitHub repository* and
participated with Handicap International and Peak Nine in the development of the open source
software OpenTeleRehab® project, connecting healthcare providers, rehabilitation professionals,
and service users to improve continuity of care and to support universal health coverage. In 2022,

it published a digitalisation brochure including Enabel’s support for Digital Public Goods®.

Datavindplaats Vlaanderen, 2019*: In 2019, the Comprehensive Knowledge Archive Network
(CKAN) and the Flemish government developed the Open Data Portal of Flanders (VODAP) as an
open source project®. The portal used TheDataTank®, a tool that helps users to create open
datasets in the correct electronic formats. This software was developed by Open Knowledge
Belgium as open source. While VODAP was the central location for open government data in
Flanders, Datavindplaats has since become the new central location. In addition to open data, the

portal now includes non-open datasets and services,* and uses GeoNetwork®® instead of CKAN.

Comunica Framework, 2018>*: Comunica is a knowledge graph querying framework designed to
handle different types of Linked Data interfaces in a flexible manner. Its primary goal is executing
SPARQL queries over one or more interfaces. Supported by the Flemish Government and
developed by the IDLab at Ghent University, Comunica is an open source, community-driven

project, sustained by the Comunica Association and available under the MIT licence.®

MonOpinion, 2018%: BOSA, the French-speaking Parliament of Brussels (legislative branch of the
French Community Commission in the Brussels Region), and the Parliament of the Brussels-Capital
Region have implemented a fork of Decidim® to organise petitions for Belgian citizens on various
projects. MonOpinion provides public institutions with a free online platform to connect with
citizens, consult them on projects in the public sphere and open up the debate. The platform is
used by several other public authorities in the countries, including the Federal Parliament®, the

Brussels Region®?, and the city of Namur®,

Open Source Europe, 2017%: This Brussels-based European non-profit organisation provides open

4 https://www.enabel.be/

46

https://qithub.com/Enabel

47 hitps://www.enabel.be/innovation-and-creativity-far-more-than-an-original-idea/

49

51

50 hitps://github.com/Informatieviaanderen/vodap
https://data.vlaanderen.be/cms/ViaamseURI-StandaardVoorData V1.0.pdf

48 www.enabel.be/app/uploads/2022/09/Note_D4D_Base_EN_V1.pdf

? i i =

52 hitps://www.vlaanderen.be/datavindplaats/vodap

54

% https://geonetwork-opensource.org/

https://comunica.dev/
%5 hitps://github.com/orgs/comunica/projects

%6 hitps://bosa.belgium.be/fr/services/monopinion

57

59

61

https://decidim.org/usedby/
%8 hitps://dekamer.mijnopinie.belgium.be/

80 https://monopinion.namur.be/

https://opensourceeurope.org/about/
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source communities with fundraising and money management infrastructure, without requiring
them to establish their own legal entity. Its objective is to support developers, enabling them to
focus on code and community. The association also allows the signature of cooperation
agreements to enable the reception of public grants and public subsidies. Open Source Europe is a
branch of Open Collective Europe, an independent Belgian public utility foundation offering fiscal
hosting and fund management services. It hosts over 500 initiatives and collaborates with

philanthropic institutions to provide global grant-making support.

Bruxelles Environnement Geodata, 2017%: Co-developed with the cooperative Atelier
Cartographique,®® this platform combines various geological maps of Brussels and mapping apps

such as Infiltrasoil or Bruwater, both of which are themselves published as open source.®

Generic Public Domain Information Platform (GIPOD), 2016%: Developed by the Digital Agency of
Flanders, this platform brings together information about roadworks, construction work, events,

and nuisance in the public domain, helping to coordinate public works.

Federal Open Data Portal, 2016°: Since its relaunch in 2016, the portal has contained links to
open datasets from federal, regional, and local authorities, as well as companies. As of 2026, it
included 269 organisations, 35 applications and 19,500 datasets. At the federal level, the FPS
BOSA supports the process by searching for existing open data sets and making new ones

available. The code of the back-end is published on GitHub,®” the front-end uses Drupal.

CultURIze, 2016%: A revamp of an existing solution®® developed with Open Knowledge Belgium,
this app set up a four-step process to create a persistent Uniform Resource Identifier (URI) for a

collection item to be easily findable.

Dodona, 20167°: Ghent University uses Dodona to create a feedback-rich learning loop for
programming assignments and to grade programming students' exercises. The platform provides
automated tests and learning analytics to support the teaching and learning of programming. The

code is publicly available on GitHub.”

Arthub Flanders, 20167%: Developed by the Flemish Art Collection (VKC), the official museum
representatives for Flanders, and Meemoo (Flemish archive institute)’® Arthub Flanders is a public

discovery interface which provides users with the detail of the museums’ collections. Based on the

52 hitps://geodata.environnement.brussels/client/

83 https://atelier-cartographique.be/fr/index.html

84 hitps://qitlab.com/atelier-cartographique/be-lb
https://qithub.com/Informatieviaanderen/GIPOD

57 https://qithub.com/Fedict/dcattools

% https://github.com/PACKED-vzw/CultURIze/wiki

https://qithub.com/PACKED-vzw/resolver
https://dodona.be/
7 . H

72 hitps://kennisbank.meemoo.be/inzichten-en-praktijk/digitale-duurzaamheid-in-kunstmusea

3 https://meemoo.be/nl/projecten
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blacklight project’, as well as the Datahub:Factory” and the Catmandu’® projects (two locally
developed data management projects), it is an example of inter-administrative collaboration at the

local level.

Local Decisions as Linked Open Data (LBLOD), 2016””: The Digiteam of the Flemish Agency of
Home Affairs (Agentschap Binnenlands Bestuur, ABB)”® developed the Local Decisions as Linked
Open Data programme, including all ABB projects on linked data and local decision making. The
programme provides building blocks and a user-friendly online editor (the Embeddable &
Say-Editor developed in 2019)” to link local decisions to regional decrees, publish city council
decisions etc. As it is mandatory for local authorities in Flanders to publish their decisions and
other documents as Linked Open Data, the ABB aims to support them through the programme.
LBLOD enables people and search engines to access and reuse the information. All code developed
by the ABB's Digiteam is open source; LBLOD is available on GitHub®, as well as the online

editor.®

Research Institute for Nature and Forest (INBO), 2016%2: Mainly a repository for sharing open data,
the INBO is the independent research institute of the Flemish government that underpins and
evaluates biodiversity policy and management. It implements both open data and open access®
policy regarding its work.2* INBO maintains a repository on GitHub,® and published for instance
CollectiveAccess, a free, open source software for cataloguing and publishing museum and archival

collections.®®

System of Flemish Base Registries (Stelsel van Vlaamse Basisregisters), 2016%”: The system is an
event-based solution for base registries (authentic sources of information in public administrations)
developed by the Flanders Information Agency.®® By using open source software, the Flemish
Information Agency planned to foster the creation of new base registries in conjunction with
creation of other open source software solutions within the .NET ecosystem, utilising previously

used software.

Antwerp city platform as a Service (Antwerp UI), 2015%%: An innovative approach to public
procurement and IT development, Antwerp UI has created an open source ecosystem of
independent single-purpose reusable components.® It allows the city to contract various small

suppliers, usually startups, to develop new or existing parts of its system without being dependent

74

https://projectblacklight.org/

78 https://thedatahub.qithub.io/

76
v
78

80

" hitps://say-editor.com/
https://qithub.com/Iblod

81 https://github.com/Iblod/frontend-say-editor-documentation
® hitps://github.com/inbo

83
84

https://www.vlaanderen.be/inbo/en-gb/data-applications/

8 hitps://github.com/INBO
8 hitps://github.com/inbo/collective-access

88

90

87 https://github.com/Informatievlaanderen/base-registries
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on larger providers. Through this open approach, the city claims to have reduced its cost and

enabled another system of IT development for its administration. °!

Check Your House (Check Je Huis), 2015°%: Launched in 2015, Check Your House is an online tool
developed by the City of Ghent. Locals can calculate how energy efficient their house is and how
their rating can be improved. Since 2017, the tool is open source in order to respond to the

interest shown by non-residents and other governments.

Athramhasis, 2014%: Athramhasis is an online SKOS editor developed by the Flemish Heritage
Agency in 2014.%* It allows users to create and edit an online thesaurus or vocabulary adhering to
the SKOS specification through a simple web interface. This allows any user with access to a web

browser to consult thesauruses and, if allowed, edit them.

Orthanc, 2012%: This project provides a medical imagery system that is open source and
lightweight. It is designed to improve the way medical images are shared in hospitals and support
research into automated medical image analysis. Orthanc hides the complicated parts of medical
imaging format and protocol. This allows users and clinicians to better focus on the content of the
image, improving information accessibility. It was first developed in 2012 by Prof Sébastien

Jodogne while he was working at the University Hospital of Liége.

OpenFed, 2012%: As part of its Fast2Web service, BOSA is hosting and maintaining 100+ Drupal
websites for various public administrations. In this context, BOSA is funding the development of
OpenFed, a tailored distribution of the Drupal content management system, providing a one-stop
shop for Drupal website development, hosting, maintenance and support for content editors.
Started in 2012 by Fedict, this multilingual distribution is currently used by dozens of federal

websites.

Technical Libraries by the Flemish Heritage Agency, 2012°”: The Flemish Heritage Agency has
made several technical libraries that are used to build Flanders Heritage’s web applications. These
technical libraries mainly use open source software solutions such as Python, Pyramid technology,

JavaScript, Dojo and Aurelia.

OSLO toolchain, 2012%: The OSLO toolchain is an open and transparent environment for the
publication of semantic data standards.”® Originally developed by the non-profit organisation
V-ICT-OR, it was then developed by the Flanders Information Agency. It consists of open source
components which transform UML documents into human and machine-readable data standards.
The complete transformation process from source until publication is publicly visible on GitHub,

and several support tools are available. The later OSLO?2 project focuses on the development of

92

% https://atramhasis.readthedocs.io/en/latest/intro.html

% https://github.com/OnroerendErfgoed/atramhasis

95
6

97

https://www.orthanc-server.com/
% hitps://www.drupal.org/belgian-fps-policy-and-support-bosa#org-page-issue-credit

9% https://informatievlaanderen.github.io/handreikingOslo/

% https://interoperable-europe.ec.europa.eu/collection/oslo-open-standards-linked-organisations
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semantic interoperability to facilitate more efficient information exchange between citizens and

municipalities.'®

Open Knowledge Belgium®® (OKBE) and the Open Summer of Code, 2011%2: During the summer,
OKBE gave students the opportunity to experience what it is like to work on a real project in a field
relevant to their studies. Students were coached by experts working in public and private
organisations who wanted to share their experience. In return, these organisations could innovate
and develop open source software tools while scouting for potential talent. The four-week event
started out as the “iRail Summer of Code” in 2011 and grown to an event with almost 100
students and coaches working on 20 different open source software projects. OKBE also supported
initiatives like HackYourFuture, a coding school for refugees with an open source curriculum. The
graduation project was the development and completion of an open source software project. The
2025 edition of the Open Summer of Code was cancelled due to a lack of organisational resources,

and the 2026 edition may not be organised either.

Cytomine, 2010'%: Cytomine was launched as an initiative to accelerate lung cancer research,
initially in partnership between ULiége and the Pulmonology and Allergology Laboratory at Liége
University Hospital. It is now used in numerous research programmes, and serves as an

educational tool to teach future doctors, biologists and veterinarians at university.

Digital Signature Service (Signing Box), 2009'*: BOSA DG DT started developing the digital
signature service in 2009 as an open source framework of modular building blocks. This framework

formed the basis of the service until 2017.

eID middleware, 2006'%: Following the federal government's decision to issue electronic identity
cards to all citizens to improve and modernise e-government services in 2001, BOSA began
developing the eID middleware as open source in 2006. Since April 2021, improved, more secure
versions of the chip have been used in electronic cards. The elD is electronic proof of identity with
a chip, enabling you to carry out electronic transactions, access administrative documents and

receive medical prescriptions.'®

QDOAS and the Atmospheric Toolbox, 2004!%’: Developed by the Royal Belgian Institute for Space
Aeronomy!® under the GNU General Public Licence, QDOAS (for Differential Optical Absorption
Spectroscopy) is available on ESA Atmospheric Toolbox alongside other open source solutions for
atmospheric observation.!® It facilitates the analysis of results regarding traces of gas in the

atmosphere. Dating back to the early 2000s!'!° the open approach to spatial measurement tools
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has been modernised and adapted to current standards, with the source code now freely available

online.''!

e FOSDEM, 2000'*?: The Free and Open Source Software Developers’ European Meeting (FOSDEM)
is a flagship conference within the European open source community. It is organised annually by
volunteers at the Campus Solbosh of the Université Libre de Bruxelles, usually during the first
weekend of February. The event attracts over 8000 participants!*® and is divided into several
devrooms focusing on different aspects of software development and a main track featuring
presentations and talks. The goal of the event is to provide a meeting space for open source

developers and to promote the use of open source solutions.

11
112

https://fosdem.org
"3 hitps://fosdem.org/2026/about/
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