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Short description The Data Exchange Layer (Palveluväylä in Finnish) is one of the four 

projects of the National Architecture for Digital Services Programme 

running from 2014 to 2017. The Data Exchange Layer is generally aimed 

at ensuring a standardised exchange of data between organisations, as 

well as at creating secure service collections. Its development environment 

was published in 2014 and it was sent to production in late 2015. More 

concretely, the Data Exchange Layer can be understood as an ‘information 

broker’ through which public administration, businesses and citizens 

access services and databases linked to the layer (see figure below). 

Therefore, the Data Exchange Layer is intended to create a coherent entity 

of services and databases, put in place a standardised, secure and 

controlled environment, bring down the threshold for information exchange, 

and promote new operating and implementation models. The Data 

Exchange Layer is based on the Estonian X-Road solution, which is a 

secure integration solution for online information exchange. Since 2014, 

Finland and Estonia are cooperating in developing the Data Exchange 

Layer further. From April 2017, the Finnish and Estonian data exchange 

layers will be connected. 
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