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Summary 

ID EU31 

Initiative CEN/BII 

Short description This CWA is a deliverable of the second CEN Workshop on Business 

Interoperability Interfaces for public procurement in Europe (WS/BII2). 

The objective of the BII initiative is to provide a framework for 

interoperability in pan - European electronic procurement transactions, 

expressed as a set of requirements and technical specifications. The 

requirements are input into UN/CEFACT in order to ensure global 

interoperability. 

The interoperability interfaces are seen on multiple levels. On the 

business level, it includes agreement of business processes and 

semantic document models. On the syntax level it includes usages of 

XML documents compliant with schemas from eBusiness standards 

like UN/CEFACT XML and OASIS Universal Business Language. On 

the Technical level, it implies common requirements for document 

conformance, usage of digital signatures and a document transport 

infrastructure. 

The set of CWA’s addresses the next step of standardization for the 

data exchange within an infrastructure shared by business partners. 

The focus is the semantics of the procurement business processes 

supported by XML based vocabularies specified by UBL and 

UN/CEFACT. This is expressed in the CWA profile descriptions. A 

profile description is a technical specification describing: 

- The choreography of the business processes. 

- The business rules governing the execution of these business 

processes. 

- The information content of the electronic business transactions 

exchanged by pointing to a given information requirement model 

for each of the business transaction. 

The information requirement models in this CWA are syntax neutral, 

implying that they could be bound against any existing syntax 

solution. WS/BII2 is providing the relevant syntax mappings to 

UN/CEFACT XML and UBL. On the other hand WS/BII2 does not 

provide any XML schemas, but relies on the XML Schemas published 

by UN/CEFACT and UBL. 

The target audience for the BII specifications is owners of public 

processes, operators and providers of public procurement systems, 

including public procurement agencies. Operators and providers of 

B2B procurement systems can take advantage of the specification as 

well. Some specifications require technical knowledge within the XML 

and network technology as well as business experience within 

procurement. 

Owner CEN/BII 

Contact Not Available/Not Found 

Type Framework 

Sub-Type Guidelines 

IPR Not Available/Not Found 

Status Operational 

More details 

Aggregated 
business need 

ABN – 9 Need for controlled vocabularies 



Documentation  http://www.cenbii.eu/deliverables/cen-bii-2/cwa-16558-bii-architecture/ 

  

ftp://ftp.cen.eu/public/CWAs/BII2/CWA16558/CWA16558-BII2-

Architecture.pdf  

Click Here 
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