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DCAT Application Profile 

Summary 

ID EU18 

Initiative ISA 

Short 

description 

The DCAT Application profile for data portals in Europe (DCAT-AP) is a 

specification based on the Data Catalogue vocabulary (DCAT) for 

describing public sector datasets in Europe. Its basic use case is to 

enable cross-data portal search for data sets and make public sector data 

better searchable across borders and sectors. This can be achieved by 

the exchange of descriptions of datasets among data portals. 

In February 2015, the ISA Programme of the European Commission has 

started an activity to revise the DCAT-AP, based on experience gained 

since its development in 2013. A new version of DCAT-AP is expected to 

be released after November 2019. 

Owner ISA Action 1.1 

Contact ISA Unit 

Type Framework 

Sub-Type Specification 

IPR Not Available/Not Found 

Status Not Available/Not Found 

More details 

Aggregated 
business need 

ABN – 1 Need for common understanding of data entities 

ABN – 9 Need for controlled vocabularies 

Documentation Click Here 
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View Semantic View 
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https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/asset/dcat_application_profile/description

