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Federal Republic of Germany 

• … comprises sixteen states  
• each state has its own state 

constitution 
• each state is largely 

autonomous with regard to 
its internal organisation 
 

• … comprises 11.000 
municipalities 
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XÖV History: 
Municipal Citizen Registration 

• 2000 - paper based data interchange between German 
municipal citizen registers 

• 2001 – Utilization of a systematic approach to develop  
specifications for electronic data interchange 

• 2003 – XMeld Specification (~900 pages, 420 complex types) 
• 2007 – XMeld has been made legally binding 
• 2008 – based on XMeld approach XÖV has been developed 

and applied to other projects 
• nowadays … 

• 300.000 XMeld-Messages are sent per day (municipal citizen registers) 
• appr. 25 so called XÖV-Specifications are published and in operation 
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    </xs:complexType>
  </xs:element>
  <xs:element name="stA2StA.Geburt.011011">
    <xs:annotation>
      <xs:appinfo>
        <sender>Standesamt</sender>
        <empfaenger>Standesamt</empfaenger>
        <title>Mitteilung zum Geburtseintrag des Vaters üer die 
      </xs:appinfo>
      <xs:documentation>Die Nachricht wird üermittelt, um in 
    </xs:annotation>
    <xs:complexType>
      <xs:complexContent>
        <xs:extension base="xpersonenstand:Nachricht.StA2StA">
          <xs:sequence>
            <xs:element name="vornamenKind" type="xpersonensta
              <xs:annotation>
                <xs:documentation>Die Vornamen des Kindes werden 
              </xs:annotation>
            </xs:element>
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XÖV Components in the Development Process 
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XÖV - Foster the Reuse 

• Reuse of experiences, methodologies, semantic assets, tools 
and infrastructure 
– improve quality while simultaneously reducing costs 
– increase interoperability 
– improve openness / access to specification  
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Current Status / Lessons Learned 

• XÖV components and development approach are 
– practice approved and mature 
– provide real benefits to the projects 

• Harmonisation of semantic concept 
– by providing usability and benefit 
– Interoperability needs to be addressed at the technical, 

semantical, organisational and legal level 
– provide information on differences and underlying 

motivations 
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Outlook: Core Components and InteropBrowser 
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www.xoev.de | www.xrepository.de 
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