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What is this talk about? 

• The EU policies and initiatives on open data 

• Focus on the Open Data Support project of DG 
CONNECT 
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Open (public) data: Why does it matter for 
Europe? 

 1. Untapped business and economic opportunities: 
data is the new gold; possible direct and indirect gains of 
€140bln across the EU27; Dutch geo-sector in 2008: 
15.000 jobs  

 2. Better governance and citizen empowerment: 
open data increases transparency, citizen participation and 
administrative efficiency and accountability 

 3. Addressing societal challenges: data can enhance 
sustainability of health care systems; essential for tackling 
environmental challenges    

 4. Accelerating scientific progress: e-science essential 
for meeting the challenges of the 21st century in scientific 
discovery and learning.  
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Commission Communication on open data:  
An engine for innovation, growth and transparent governance 

 Fostering of (Open) Data policy 

 Adoption of the revised Directive on the re-use of Public 
Sector Information (PSI) and the Commission decision on 
re-use of its own information 

 Implementation of PSI policy across Europe by ensuring  
compliance and the development of soft law instruments  
(guidelines on high value data, licensing and charging) 

4 http://eur-
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3. Several strategic technologies such as Big Data and Cloud computing 
are important enablers for productivity and better services. Cloud 
computing should improve access to data and simplify their sharing. Big 
Data aims to process, collect, store and analyse large amounts of data. 
EU action should provide the right framework conditions for a single 
market for Big Data and Cloud computing, in particular by promoting 
high standards for secure, high-quality and reliable cloud services. The 
European Commission and the Member States, with the support of the 
"European Cloud Partnership", should continue to make every effort to 
put Europe at the forefront of cloud adoption. The European Council calls 
for the establishment of a strong network of national digital coordinators 
which could play a strategic role in Cloud, Big Data and Open Data 
development. 
 

Conclusions of the European Council (25/10/2013) 
 

Investing in the digital economy 
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Revision of the PSI Directive 

Directive 2013/37/EU was adopted on 23 June 2013 

 

• Key points of the revision, to be transposed within 18 July 2015: 

 

• All accessible material in principle reusable must be made 
available;  

• Charges in principle are lowered to the marginal costs of 
dissemination 

• Rules on re-use of cultural material (material held by 
museums, libraries & archives that is free of third party 
copyright) are now included 

• Machine-readable and open formats are strongly encouraged 
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EU Open Data portals and 
infrastructures 

 

• 2012: Commission Open Data Portal 

• 2013: pan-European Open Data Portal (pilot) 

• 2014-2020: European Digital Service 
infrastructure for Open Data 
(“Connecting Europe Facility” programme)  

8 



Re-use of Commission's own Data:  
The EU Open Data Portal 

More than 6500 datasets 
from 40 data providers 

9 



Towards a pan-European 
infrastructure for (open) data 

• One single gateway to reusable information with 
the aim of enabling combination of information 
held by various open data portals at various 
levels throughout the EU   

• Services around open data 

• Dedicated service infrastructure for language 
resources in order facilitate multi-lingual access 
to online services  
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Pan-European 
Open Data portal 
 
currently a pilot: 

publicdata.eu 
 
More than 46.000 
referenced datasets 
 
from 14 countries 
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http://publicdata.eu/


CEF Public Open Data:  
2014 actions and outcomes 

Initiate the deployment of a comprehensive Open Data core platform 
based upon the experience gained through the existing pilot portal 
 
• Make data sets accessible and  

downloadable through links to  
data providers' resources;  
centralised storage may be offered 

• Feature advanced capabilities, tools for data  
aggregation and linking,  
browsing and visualization,  
user interfaces and support 
material; 

• Use agreed standards  
for metadata and data. 
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G8 Open Data Charter 

5 principles, all fully in line with the Commission policy on open 
data: 

• Open Data by Default (“all government data be published openly by 
default”) 

• Quality and Quantity (released data should be timely, comprehensive, 
accurate and clear) 

• Usable by All (open data should be available free of charge; without 
bureaucratic or administrative barriers, such as registration 
requirements;  in open formats wherever possible; as much data as 
possible) 

• Releasing Data for Improved Governance (share technical expertise 
and experience, be transparent  on data collection, standards, and 
publishing processes) 

• Releasing Data for Innovation 13 



EU implementation 
of the G8 Open Data Charter 

6 commitments 

1.Publication of core datasets held at EU level (budget, 
elections, statistics) 

2.Publication of high value datasets held at EU level  

3.Publishing data on the EU open data portal  

4.Promoting the application of the principles of the G8 
Open Data Charter in all 28 EU Member States  

5.Supporting Activities, Outreach, Consultation and 
Engagement  

6.Sharing experiences of open data work 
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Making open data work for Europe:  
Other EU-funded initiatives 

• @epsiplatform 
Europe's One-Stop Shop on Public Sector Information (PSI) Re-use 

• @lapsi_project 
The European Thematic Network on Legal Aspects of Public Sector 
Information 

• @lod2project 
Creating Knowledge out of Interlinked Data 

• @sharePSI 
The network for innovation in European public sector information 

• @opendatasupport 
to improve the visibility and facilitate the access to datasets published on 
local and national open data portals  
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Open Data Support 



Our mission 

To improve the visibility and facilitate the access 
to datasets published on local and national Open 
Data portals in order to increase their reuse within 
and across borders. 

 

Makx  

Dekkers 
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Our services 

Publishing 
services 

Training 
services 

Consulting 
services 

We help (potential) Open 
Government Data 
publishers to prepare, 
transform and publish 
reusable metadata 
descriptions of their 
datasets. 

We train public 
administrations across 
Europe on the value of 
(Linked) Open Government 
Data and help them build 
capacity in effectively and 
efficiently publishing data. 

We provide consultancy 
services tailored to the 
needs of public 
administrations covering a 
wide spectrum of topics 
from IT to licensing of 
(Linked) Open Government 
Data.  
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Making the search for datasets easier 

... by providing 
homogenised access 
(based on the DCAT-AP) 
to descriptive metadata 
of open datasets via a 
single access point. 

 

See also:  
 
DCAT-AP specification:  
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/asset/dcat_application_profile/description 
 
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/community/ods/document/tm15-promoting-
reuse-open-government-data-through-open-data-interoperability-  

ODIP 
Pan-European 

Data portal 
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The DCAT Application Profile for data 
portals in Europe  

A common vocabulary for describing datasets hosted in data 
portals in Europe, based on the Data Catalogue vocabulary 
(DCAT). 

• Mandatory, recommended and optional classes and 
properties 

• A set of controlled vocabularies, such as  the File types and 
Countries Named Authority Lists, and Eurovoc for defining 
the theme of datasets.  

 

DCAT became a W3C Recommendation in January 2014. 

20 



Reusing data from EU Member States  

• Accessible already via our 
SPARQL endpoint 

 

• Discover more on: 
data.opendatasupport.eu 

 

 

9 catalogs 

56000+  
datasets 
 

…and counting 
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Our training services 

Onsite 
training 

Online 
training 

All trainings are freely 
available online through 
Joinup.  

We provide onsite trainings 
adapted to the needs of 
public administrations.. 

Find more on: training.opendatasupport.eu 
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Be part of our team... 

Find us on 

Contact us 

Join us on 

Follow us 

Open Data Support 
http://www.slideshare.net/OpenDataSupport 

http://www.opendatasupport.eu  Open Data Support 
http://goo.gl/y9ZZI 

@OpenDataSupport contact@opendatasupport.eu  

Project Officer:  
Daniele.RIZZI@ec.europa.eu 23 
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• More info and updates: 
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/content-and-media/data 24 
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