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09:30 – 09:45 Welcome & introduction

09:45 – 10:05 Germany’s approach to digital-ready policymaking

10:05 – 10:15 Q&As

10:15 – 10:35 The digital-ready checks@EC

10:35 – 10:45 Q&As

10:45 – 11:00 Conclusions and next steps



Digital-ready policies and their components and enablerWho are we?

Visit our community on JoinUp!

Members of the digital-ready policymaking 

team, 

European Commission, DIGIT.B.2

Alessio Nardin
External

Our team is the facilitator of a living and continuously growing 

multi-disciplinary community on digital-ready policymaking to 

share good practices and co-create tools with interoperability 

in mind around:

• Digital-ready policies  

• Legislation and technology

• Streamlined regulatory reporting process in the EU

https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/better-legislation-smoother-implementation


Digital-ready policymaking is the mindset and process of formulating digital-
ready policies and legislation by considering digital aspects from the start of the 

policy cycle to ensure that they are ready for the digital age, future-proof 
and interoperable.

What is digital-ready policymaking?

Policies (and legislative acts) are digital-ready if they enable smooth
and digital by default policy implementation and foster digital 

transformation through best use of digital technologies and data.



Why digital-ready policymaking?

• Ongoing digital transformation calls for action from EU public sector bodies
• A EU fit for the digital age
• Path to the Digital Decade

• 100% of key public services accessible via digital means
• Long-term competitiveness of the EU: looking beyond 2030

• A 25% reduction of regulatory burden

• The upcoming Interoperable Europe Act – through the interoperability assessment instrument – will 
incentivize digital-ready policymaking

• Digital-ready policymaking offers benefits like:
o enhanced policy coherence
o more timely and less costly policy implementation
o room for experimentation & future-proofing
o more consistent and interoperable policy IT landscape

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/europes-digital-decade-digital-targets-2030_en
https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2023-03/Communication_Long-term-competitiveness.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/11/13/interoperable-europe-act-council-and-parliament-strike-a-deal-for-more-efficient-digital-public-services-across-the-eu/
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Digital-Ready Legislation Germany
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Thank you!

Get in touch and share your views! 

We’re happy to hear from you!
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Digital-Ready Legislation Germany
BMI | DV I 3 | digitalcheck@bmi.bund.de

DigitalService Germany | digitalcheck@digitalservice.bund.de

Further information:

Website (in German)
digitalcheck.bund.de

Digital-Ready Legislation Service-LandscapeV7
https://www.flickr.com/photos/digitalservicebund/52899252596/

Digitalcheck: Refining the beta version step by step [Blog-Post]
https://digitalservice.bund.de/en/blog/digitalcheck-refining-the-beta-version-step-by-step

Using visualizations to create digital-ready legislation[Blog-Post]
https://digitalservice.bund.de/en/blog/using-visualization-to-develop-digital-ready-legislation

Bridgingthe data gap: How we are advancing Digitalcheck– driven by data [Blog-Post]
https://digitalservice.bund.de/en/blog/bridging-the-data-gap

Five principles for digital-ready legislation [Blog-Post]
https://digitalservice.bund.de/en/blog/digitalcheck-five-principles-for-digital-ready-legislation
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Digital-Ready Legislation Germany
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Back-up
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Enable re-use of data 

and standards

Ensure digital 

communication

Allow automated 

processes

Ensure data privacy 

and information 
security

Set clear rules for 

digital implementation
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Principles for digital-ready policy-making



The two-step process of Digitalcheck
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The two-step process of Digitalcheck



Pre-check

The pre-check identifies those

regulatory projects that do not

have a digital dimension.

obligatory
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The two-step process of Digitalcheck
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Supporting 
documentation

Accompanying the research and 

drafting process, the documentation 

helps to consider the various aspects 

of digital readiness.

obligatory
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Visualizing regulatory processes using the
supporting documentation
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Supporting 
documentation

Accompanying the research and 

drafting process, the documentation 

helps to consider the various aspects 

of digital readiness.

obligatory
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The digital-ready checks@EC

Digital-ready Policymaking Team, 
European Commission, DIGIT.B.2



Digital-ready policymaking in the European Commission

Digital transformation is a political priority and digital-
ready policymaking supports said priority.

Better Regulation Agenda (2021)

More emphasis on digital considerations in the 
Better Regulation Communication:

• Identification of opportunities to simplify 
laws, streamline procedures and eliminate 
unnecessary burdens, e.g., by means of 
looking for digital solutions

• Application of the ‘digital-by-default’ 
principle

Advancing the digital transition through digital-
ready policymaking described in Better Regulation 
Tool #28

European Commission Digital 
Strategy (2022)

• Digital-ready EU policymaking is one of the 
Strategy’s specific objectives

• Follow-up actions (such as awareness raising 
and training activities)



Digital-ready offering

DIGITAL-READY CHECKS

• Continuously growing training path

TRAINING

• A survey structured around the six key 
components of digital-ready policymaking, 
making it easier to pinpoint areas for 
improvement.

• Advice and awareness raising around the 
whole policy cycle within the EC for EC 
stakeholders.

SUPPORT SERVICE PILOT

• Digital-by-default principle must be 
assessed for preferred option and the 
Regulatory Scrutiny Board checks that

OTHER

https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/better-legislation-smoother-implementation/blsi-learning-hub


Better Regulation on digital-ready policymaking

The digital-ready checks are based on Tool #28 of the Better Regulation 
Toolbox which tackles the topic of digital-ready policymaking.



The main objective of the digital-ready checks is to raise awareness and 
help implement digital-ready guidance.

In particular, they aim to support in:

Assessing the digital-readiness of your policy and propose a set of actionable 
recommendations to improve it, as well as directing to the relevant services 
that can support you in the process

Identifying the mandatory digital requirements of Better Regulation that need 
to be addressed

Assessing the need of an Interoperability Assessment and/or an ICT Impact 
Assessment for your policy



Ask about digital matters 
the stakeholders

Digital-ready considerations
along the policy cycle

Foresee potential  IT 

needs and start the 

digital-ready checks

Ensure policy consistency 
during inter-service group 

activities

Assess digital impacts 
during the impact 

assessment

Apply digital-ready 
drafting principles

Address changes without 
undermining the digital 

aspects

Implement the necessary 
systems

Digital-ready considerations apply all along 
the policy cycle, but the checks are designed to be 
applied at the earliest phase



Digital-ready checks@EC

Designed in the form of quiz via 
EUSurvey

Based on multiple choice 
questions, it will be possible to 
view the outcome in the results 
section

Est. 20 minutes to complete

Structured around the 6 components 
of digital-ready policymaking



Structure of the Digital-ready checks

The number of questions to reply may vary depending on the answer provided to a given 
question as some of them present a dependency. For example: 

Q1. Have you identified the business processes that are or will be affected 
by your policy initiative, for administrations, businesses and citizens?

Q2. Have you considered how the business 
processes can be modified having the users’ needs 
in mind? Have you asked the affected stakeholders 
for their needs to optimise processes?

YES NO

Q2 will not appear and you will answer directly Q3



Results

Based on the answers given, the digital-ready checks will provide policy 
officers with:

• for each question, a set of recommended actions that could improve 
the digital-readiness of their policy initiatives

• The mandatory digital requirements of Better Regulation that need to 
be addressed

• Whether it is likely they will need to carry on an ICT Impact Assessment 
and/or an Interoperability Assessment

Ensure that the stakeholder consultations 
explicitly cover digital aspects

Consult the repository of existing 
legislation and policies in the digital 
domain from the European Commission

Contact your Local Data Correspondent, EC 
Data Advisory Service, Data Protection 
Coordinator and the Evidence 
Transparency Service



The digital-ready checks are in development, and the tool currently presents limitations

It requires the users to place themselves in the digital-readiness scale.

We are working on improving the user experience and therefore we have been 
developing a user journey to visualize the process.

The context is in continuous evolution – i.e. the guidelines on Interoperability 
Assessments are currently being co-designed with Member States. The 
recommendations will depend on this and other factors

We have been adopting an iterative approach, observing MS experiences

In the following slides, we will present an initial User Journey, that we wanted to test with you, 
restricted to the first two components



User persona
Dr. Elena Costa

• Nationality: Portuguese

• Role: Healthcare Policy Specialist

• Organization: DG SANTE – European 
Commission

Elena is a medical doctor with a specialization in 
healthcare policy. She brings a blend of medical 
expertise and policy acumen to her role.

Dr. Costa is known for her ability to bridge the gap 
between medical knowledge and healthcare 
policies within the European Union.

Her work revolves around promoting health and 
wellness, ensuring healthcare accessibility, and 
improving the overall well-being of European 
citizens through evidence-based policies and 
medical insights.



Initiation

• Dr. Elena Costa is in charge of a 
policy team at DG SANTE.

• The EC has committed to enhance the 
accessibility to healthcare services across 
the EU

• She also became aware that as of next 
year, before taking a decision on new or 
substantially modifying the binding 
requirements of trans-European digital 
public services that have effect on cross-
border interoperability, it will be 
mandatory to carry on an interoperability 
assessment

• Her team is not sure whether their policy 
proposal would have such an effect and 
she is looking for more information on the 
matter



Guidance

• Fortunately, DG DIGIT has introduced an online tool 
designed to facilitate the iterative improvement of 
policy proposals and identifying the requirements of 
Better Regulation concerning digital aspects and 
interoperability assessments: the digital-ready 
checks.

• This tool offers suggestions and recommends 
potential next steps for the team as they work 
towards refining the proposal.

• The tool also supports them in identifying the 
relevant services that could help them along the way.



Survey-taking

• Taking charge of the policy proposal, Elena 
initiates the process within the tool using 
her corporate account, assigning the file to 
herself and her unit.

• She begins the survey, fills in some 
contextual information, and navigates 
through questions involving the six digital-
ready policymaking components.

• In a collaborative effort, Elena engages her 
team, seeking their expertise in their 
respective fields and collectively 
progressing through the various steps of 
the process.



Digital-ready checks@EC

• Elena and her team start with the first component: user-centric processes ready for automation.



Yes – 1pt
Next steps:
• Identify which of the business processes (may) have a digital 

dimension. Among these processes, which are new and 
which already exist.

• Explore innovative solutions that could simplify the process 
in place.

• Ensure you gather all the relevant expertise in your team 
and regularly consult these experts during the digital-ready 
policymaking journey.

​No – 0pt
Actions to take:
• Ensure you gather all the relevant expertise in your team and regularly 

consult these experts during the digital-ready policymaking journey.
• Reach out to the relevant stakeholders to identify the affected business 

processes.

• Luckily, in the team there is Miroslav, a seasoned business analyst.
• They work on identifying such processes and proceed to the next step.

Digital-ready checks@EC



Yes – 1pt
Next steps:
• Ensure that stakeholders' needs are fully integrated into the 

design of the policy initiative, and that the resulting business 
processes are optimised to meet their needs. Use stakeholders' 
feedback to identify opportunities for simplification and 
automation of business processes.

• Consider creating a user journey or other visualisation of the 
business processes to help stakeholders understand and provide 
feedback on the proposed changes.

• Continuously and iteratively seek stakeholders' feedback 
throughout the implementation of the policy initiative, to ensure 
that any issues or concerns are addressed in a timely manner.

No – 0pt
Actions to take:
• Engage with affected stakeholders as soon as possible to understand their 

needs and requirements. Following the Better Regulation guidance, use a 
variety of methods to gather stakeholder feedback, such as interviews, surveys, 
and focus groups, to ensure that a broad range of perspectives is represented.

• Consider creating user journeys or other visualisation of the current business 
processes to help stakeholders understand and provide feedback on the 
proposed changes. Incorporate stakeholders' feedback into the design of the 
policy initiative and modify business processes accordingly.

• Continuously and iteratively seek stakeholders’ feedback throughout the 
implementation of the policy initiative, to ensure that any issues or concerns 
are addressed in a timely manner.

*Dependent on Yes in Q1

• With the help of Miroslav, they model the business processes involved and they consult stakeholders about their 
needs.

Digital-ready checks@EC



Yes - 1pt
Next steps:
• Ensure that the stakeholder consultations 

explicitly cover digital aspects (Better 
Regulation requirement).

• Invite DG DIGIT and DG CNECT in the inter-
service group (if any).

• In case you run an Impact Assessment: Duly 
assess the ICT impacts there; and

• Analyse the ‘digital-by-default’ principle for 
the preferred option as required by Better 
Regulation and monitored by the Regulatory 
Scrutiny Board.

No – 0pt
Action to take:
• Please be aware of the importance of 

digitalisation and be ready to prepare a 
sound justification for its absence.

• In case you run an Impact Assessment, 
analyse the ‘digital-by-default’ principle 
for the preferred option as required by 
Better Regulation and monitored by the 
Regulatory Scrutiny Board, even if your 
initiative may not benefit from 
digitalisation.

I don't know – 0pt
Action to take:
• Please contact your DG’s IT team or the 

digital-ready policymaking support 
service.

• They are not sure whether the initiative would benefit from digitalization.
• They tick "I don't know"

Digital-ready checks@EC

mailto:EU-legal-interoperability@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EU-legal-interoperability@ec.europa.eu


Digital-ready checks@EC

• After having completed component 1, they move towards the second component: alignment with digital policies



Yes - 1pt
Next steps:
• Reflect this assessment in the Impact Assessment (if any) and in the 

draft act (e.g. explanatory memorandum).
• Pay attention to consider how your initiative contributes to 

achieving the European way for digital society and economy and 
explain that in the explanatory memorandum of your initiative 
(Better Regulation requirement).

• Explain how overlaps and complementarities will be addressed by 
the policy in the final proposal.

• If relevant, invite DG CNECT and DG DIGIT in the inter-service group 
(if any), and/or contact the policy officers responsible for the digital 
policies that your policy would build on or relate to.

No – 0pt
Actions to take:
• Consult the repository of existing legislation and policies in the digital 

domain from the European Commission.
• Pay attention to consider how your initiative contributes to achieving the 

European way for digital society and economy and explain that in the 
explanatory memorandum of your proposal (Better Regulation 
requirement).

Digital-ready checks@EC

• During the years, Elena's team has gained an overview of the existing policies in the digital policy domain. As they  want to check 
the current legislative landscape, they consult the repository of existing legislation and policies in the digital domain and identify 
the points of contact with their policy initiative, adjusting their proposal accordingly.

• They tick yes, and move to the next question

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/pages/viewpage.action?spaceKey=digitalready&title=Repository+of+digital+policies
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/pages/viewpage.action?spaceKey=digitalready&title=Repository+of+digital+policies


Yes – 1pt 
Next steps: 
• Evaluate the identified standards and select the ones that best fit 

your policy objectives. 
• Incorporate the selected standard or specification into your policy 

initiative, ensuring that it is consistent with other relevant policies 
and regulations. 

No – 0pt 
Actions to take:  
• Consult with relevant experts or authorities to obtain information on the 

relevant standards. 
• Consult the databases of the European standardisation organisations to find 

standards relevant to your policy. 

Digital-ready checks@EC

• Elena's team is not aware of existing standards for the transmission of data in the healthcare domain.
• They tick 'No' and move to the next question



The rest of the survey

• The team proceeds with the survey throughout the 
different components, discussing the various aspects 
and selecting "I don't know" when available and 
relevant.

The complete set of questions in the survey, together 
with the recommended actions, are available in the 
annex section of these slides.



Consultation of the results

• After having finished to compile the survey with the 
support of her team, Elena clicks on submit and can 
now visualize the results.

• She receives a score of 6 out of 12 - 50%. That would 
place her between a 'Fair' and 'Good' digital-
readiness index.

• This suggests that her policy proposal could be more 
digital-ready



Actionable recommendations

• Elena's teams goes through the results of the survey 
and identifies the suggested actions, such as 
evaluating how the initiative contributes to 
achieving the European way for digital society and 
economy and preparing a justification for the 
explanatory memorandum of the initiative

• Additionally, the contact the suggested services 
asking for support when relevant



Digital requirements of 
Better Regulation

• As they answered 'I don't know' in Q3, they are 
invited to contact the DG's IT team or the digital-
ready policymaking support service

• If they find out that the initiative would benefit from 
digitalization, they would be required to assess ICT 
impacts of the policy file

• As the initiative concerns public services and 
could potentially involve cross-border data flows, 
Elena learns that it is likely that the policy initiative 
will have to include an Interoperability Assessment



Retaking the survey

• Periodically, the team retakes the survey.

• Every time they click on the results, they 
receive information on the available 
support services that could help them in 
refining their proposal.



First iteration's feedback

It focused on the improving the user experience

Developing a user 
journey to visualize 

the policy design 
process

Simplifying and 
providing explanation 

on the terminology

Providing a shorter 
survey, by adopting a 

two-step approach

Suggesting more 
actionable and easily 

understandable 
recommendations

Transforming the tool 
into a living survey 

that would allow for 
iterative approach
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Conclusions & 
Next Steps

The Digital-Ready Policymaking 
Team, DIGIT B2



Join our BLSI Community

S t a y  t u n e d  f o r  t h e  u p c o m i n g :

BLSI = Better legislation for smoother implementation
(soon to be rebranded as digital-ready policymaking) 

community

J o i n  o u r  o n g o i n g  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n :

• Share your needs or ideas with the DRPM 
Community!

• What are your learning needs?

Subscribe to our newsletter to stay tuned on what is 
coming and become a member of our community!

S t a y  i n f o r m e d :

Join us on JoinUp!

https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/better-legislation-smoother-implementation/discussion/share-your-needs-or-ideas-blsi-community
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/better-legislation-smoother-implementation/discussion/share-your-needs-or-ideas-blsi-community
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/better-legislation-smoother-implementation/discussion/what-are-your-learning-needs
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/joinup/userprofile.cfm?profileAction=edit&user_id=0&service_id=1745&lang=default
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/better-legislation-smoother-implementation/want-join-community
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/better-legislation-smoother-implementation


Stay in touch 
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/inte
roperable-europe/interoperable-europe 

(@InteroperableEU) / Twitter

DIGIT-INTEROPERABILITY@ec.europa.eu 

Interoperable Europe - YouTube

EU-DIGITAL-READY-
POLICYMAKING@ec.europa.eu

https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/interoperable-europe/interoperable-europe
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/collection/interoperable-europe/interoperable-europe
https://twitter.com/InteroperableEU
mailto:DIGIT-INTEROPERABILITY@ec.europa.eu
https://www.youtube.com/user/ISAprogramme


Thank you 



Digital-Ready Checks version 3.01



Digital-Ready Checks version 3.01

Yes – 1pt
Next steps:
• Ensure that you are compliant with the Once-Only principle thus 

prioritise the reuse of existing public sector data when it is allowed 
by the data needs of your policy initiative.

• Identify reusable concepts where appropriate to promote 
consistency and reuse of data across sectors.

No – 0pt
Actions to take:
• If in the multidisciplinary team there is a data expert, consult with them 

about the potential data needs of the policy.
• Contact:
o Your Local Data Correspondent;
o EC Data Advisory Service (in relation to data management and data 

analytics);
o the Evidence Transparency Service (ETS). The ETS assists the DGs in 

improving the transparency, traceability and accessibility of scientific 
evidence used in policymaking as required by the better regulation policy.

https://eceuropaeu.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/teams/GRP-IMSB/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BB111D70B-D96E-4CD1-99F3-D7F406828846%7D&file=Memberships%20and%20networks.xlsx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://eceuropaeu.sharepoint.com/sites/KNB-DataAdvisory/SitePages/Topic-3.aspx
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/pages/viewpage.action?spaceKey=digitalready&title=Evidence+transparency


Digital-Ready Checks version 3.01

Yes – 1pt
Next steps:
• Ensure that you are compliant with the Once-Only principle thus 

prioritise the reuse of existing public sector data when it is allowed 
by the data needs of your policy initiative.

• Identify reusable concepts where appropriate to promote 
consistency and reuse of data across sectors.

No – 0pt
Actions to take:
• If in the multidisciplinary team there is a data expert, consult with them 

about the potential data needs of the policy.
• Contact:
o Your Local Data Correspondent;
o EC Data Advisory Service (in relation to data management and data 

analytics);
o the Evidence Transparency Service (ETS). The ETS assists the DGs in 

improving the transparency, traceability and accessibility of scientific 
evidence used in policymaking as required by the better regulation policy.

https://eceuropaeu.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/teams/GRP-IMSB/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BB111D70B-D96E-4CD1-99F3-D7F406828846%7D&file=Memberships%20and%20networks.xlsx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
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https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/pages/viewpage.action?spaceKey=digitalready&title=Evidence+transparency


Digital-Ready Checks version 3.01

Yes – 1pt
Next steps:
• Ensure that you are compliant with the Once-Only principle thus 

prioritise the reuse of existing public sector data when it is allowed 
by the data needs of your policy initiative.
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consistency and reuse of data across sectors.

No – 0pt
Actions to take:
• If in the multidisciplinary team there is a data expert, consult with them 

about the potential data needs of the policy.
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o Your Local Data Correspondent;
o EC Data Advisory Service (in relation to data management and data 
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o the Evidence Transparency Service (ETS). The ETS assists the DGs in 
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evidence used in policymaking as required by the better regulation policy.
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Digital-Ready Checks version 3.01

Yes – 1pt 
Next steps: 
• When drafting your proposal: 
• In the event that personal data is used, make sure that the GDPR is 

respected. 
• Speak with the relevant Data Protection Coordinator on domain-specific 

rules. 
• Avoid clauses limiting the use of the data in the policy initiative. 
• During policy implementation: 
• Upload the data on the EC Data Catalogue if their licensing conditions allow 

for it. Ensure that the datasets are open and accessible to the public, unless 
there are legitimate reasons for confidentiality or restricted access. 

• Implement appropriate metadata standards and data quality checks to 
facilitate the discoverability and usability of the datasets. 

• Inform the EC Data Advisory Service and the Local Data Correspondent of 
the relevant DGs. 

No – 0pt 
Actions to take: 
• Identify any barriers or constraints that currently prevent or limit 

the reusability of the datasets under your policy. 
• Develop a data management plan by establishing data sharing 

agreements, and ensuring data privacy and security. 
• Ensure that you are compliant with the Once-only principle. 
• Consult with relevant stakeholders to understand their 

perspectives on the reusability of the datasets and potential 
ways to improve it. 

• Make sure that the reusable data follow the FAIR principle 
(findable, accessible, interoperable, and reusable). 

*Dependent on Yes in Q7
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Yes - 1pt
Next steps:
• Ensure that the reporting templates or standards respect pre-

existing guidelines or consider adapting these guidelines, if 
needed, especially to ensure the openness and readability of the 
data.

• Make sure you set up guidelines to accompany the templates to 
ensure a uniform interpretation of the data requirements to the 
collectors.

• If online platforms are considered as a reporting tool, you should 
contact an ICT expert part of the multidisciplinary team for further 
advice (e.g. to reuse existing tools from the EC such as CEF building 
blocks)

No – 0pt
Actions to take:
• Ensure that you set reporting templates or standards that follow pre-existing 

guidelines where available or consider adapting these guidelines, if needed.
• If the data collection templates are not self-explanatory due to the 

complexity of the data collection requirements or the various data 
interpretations that collectors may provide, make sure to include 
accompanying guidelines.

• If online platforms are considered as a reporting tool, please contact an ICT 
expert part of the multidisciplinary team (e.g. to reuse existing tools from 
the EC such as CEF building blocks).
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Yes – 1 pt
Next steps:
• Contact the owners of the solutions for further information. Points 

to discuss may include functionality, interoperability, compatibility, 
scalability, security, support, cost, ownership, intellectual property, 
implementation, and evaluation metrics.

• Develop an implementation strategy (see the compliance 
promotion tools of Better Regulation).

No – 0pt
Actions to take:
• Search the repositories for ICT solutions that could provide the necessary 

capabilities and can be reused.
• Contact your DG’s IT Unit and corporate IT Governance for further 

information and help.
• If there are no reusable solutions, consider looking at other possibilities on 

the market (so long as they comply with EU standards and guidelines).
• Building the ICT solution(s) from scratch should be your last resort.

*Dependent on Yes in Q3

mailto:EC-IT-GOVERNANCE@ec.europa.eu
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Yes – 1 pt
Next steps:
• If not done yet, contact your DG’s IT Unit and/or the corporate IT 

Governance and ask for feedback.
• Contact the users/owners of the identified ICT solutions for further 

information.
• If you decide to move forward with the solution, develop a plan for 

implementation that includes timelines, resource allocation, and a 
plan for evaluating the success of the solution over time.

No – 0pt
Actions to take:
• Evaluate the legal, technical, and operational feasibility associated with 

implementing and maintaining the solution. This can be part of a feasibility 
study or covered when assessing the ICT impacts.

• Contact your DG’s IT Unit and/or the corporate IT Governance for advice to 
involve ICT experts to analyse the capabilities provided by the existing ICT 
landscape.

• Contact the users/owners of the solutions for further information.

*Dependent on Yes in Q12

mailto:EC-IT-GOVERNANCE@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EC-IT-GOVERNANCE@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EC-IT-GOVERNANCE@ec.europa.eu
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Yes – 1pt
Next steps:
• Clearly define the role of the European Commission or Member State as the 

co-owner of the ICT solution. Specify their responsibilities in terms of 
decision-making, oversight, and strategic direction.

• Identify the roles and mandates of other relevant stakeholders, such as the 
implementing agency or department responsible for managing the ICT 
solution, as well as any external entities or contractors involved in its 
operation.

• Define the accountability mechanisms within the governance structure. This 
includes specifying reporting lines, performance monitoring, and evaluation 
processes to ensure that each stakeholder is held responsible for their 
assigned tasks and objectives.

• Consider the need for an advisory board or steering committee to provide 
guidance and oversight for the co-owned ICT solution. Define the 
composition, roles, and responsibilities of such a board, including its function 
in decision-making and providing strategic guidance.

• Ensure that the defined roles and mandates are consistent with any relevant 
legal frameworks, regulations, or policies governing the co-ownership of ICT 
solutions at the European Commission or Member State level.

No – 0pt
Actions to take:
• Conduct a comprehensive assessment of the legal implications 

arising from the co-ownership of the ICT solution, considering any 
potential legal implications specific to this arrangement.

• Clearly define the roles, responsibilities, and mandates of all 
relevant stakeholders involved in the governance of the system in 
your policy text.

• Establish a robust system governance framework that addresses 
the co-ownership scenario, ensuring effective collaboration, 
decision-making processes, and accountability among the parties.

• Outline mechanisms for resolving potential disputes or conflicts 
that may arise due to the co-ownership arrangement.

• Include provisions for ongoing communication and information 
exchange among all stakeholders to facilitate efficient coordination 
and collaboration within the co-ownership framework.

• Clearly outline the mechanisms for updates, upgrades, 
maintenance, and future development of the co-owned ICT 
solution within the policy text.

*Dependent on Yes in Q12
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Yes – 1pt
Next steps:
• Make sure that these are spelled out in the Impact Assessment (if 

any).
• Consider adding an experimentation clause to your proposal that 

allow for testing innovative technologies, products, services, or 
approaches. For more information check the ‘Emerging methods 
and policy instruments’ chapter of the Better Regulation Toolbox.

No – 0pt
Actions to take:
• Assess alternative innovative technologies during the early stages of 

policymaking. If these alternative solutions are disregarded, make sure to 
document the decision in the Impact Assessment (if any). Otherwise 
consider adding an experimentation clause to your proposal that allow for 
testing innovative technologies, products, services, or approaches. For more 
information check the ‘Emerging methods and policy instruments’ chapter 
of the Better Regulation Toolbox.

*Dependent on Yes in Q3
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Yes – 1pt
Next steps:
• Make sure that the timeline for the iterative assessment 

cycles is aligned with the evaluation and monitoring of 
your policy.

No – 0pt
Actions to take:
• Consider creating a timeline and/or triggers for iterative 

assessment cycles in line with the evaluation and monitoring of the 
policy.

*Dependent on Yes in Q3
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Yes - 1pt
Next step:
• When working on secondary 

legislation or implementation 
guidelines, involve technical experts 
timely. As to semantic and technical 
interoperability aspects of systems 
related to public services, contact 
DIGIT.B.2 for potential support.

No – 0pt
Action to take:
• Identify the general provisions that 

need to be outlined in the legal text. 
Focus on providing a framework and 
guidelines that can accommodate 
the definition of technical elements 
in secondary legislation or refer to 
established international standards.

I am not yet there – 0pt
Action to take:
• In case you are not at the legal 

drafting stage of your policy design 
yet, please do run this component of 
the digital-ready checks later again to 
fully benefit from its guidance or 
consult the ‘Digital-ready 
policymaking’ chapter of the Better 
Regulation Toolbox.

mailto:DIGIT-interoperability@ec.europa.eu
mailto:DIGIT-interoperability@ec.europa.eu
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Yes - 1pt
Next steps:
• For more advice on legislative drafting, 

consult the Joint Practical Guide and/or the 
Drafter’s Assistance Package (DAP) or, more 
generally, look at DGT’s materials on clear 
writing.

• Maximise the use of objective criteria and 
minimise discretionary assessments in your 
legal proposal for further automation 
potential.

• Use terminology consistently. If reusing 
concepts, ensure that the definitions align 
with those provided in other EU legal acts.

• When appropriate, consult semantic 
vocabularies.

No – 0pt
Actions to take:
• Strive to formulate rules and concepts in a clear, 

simple, and precise manner. For detailed advice 
consult the Joint Practical Guide and/or the 
Drafter’s Assistance Package (DAP) or, more 
generally, look at DGT’s materials on clear writing.

• Explore the possibility of simplifying the legal text 
to allow the use of automation. Word (parts of) 
the legal text to maximise the use of objective 
criteria and minimise discretionary assessments.

• Consider whether other EU legislative acts contain 
concepts and definitions that could be reused. 
Doing so would ensure the consistent use of 
terminology across EU jurisprudence.

• Consult semantic vocabularies, as appropriate.

I am not yet there – 0pt
Action to take:
• In case you are not at the legal drafting stage 

of your policy design yet, please do run this 
component of the digital-ready checks later 
again to fully benefit from its guidance or 
consult the ‘Digital-ready policymaking’ 
chapter of the Better Gegulation Toolbox.
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Yes – 1pt
Next steps:
• Make sure that your governance set-up is 

clearly explained including the 
responsibilities of the different entities.

• Further consider the wide array of factors 
that could affect the implementation 
timeline that should foresee time for 
‘translation’ of the act into IT requirements, 
organisation of a tender procedure, adapt 
existing IT solutions or develop new ones, 
testing and bug fixing, etc.

• Make sure that your legal text does not 
come into force right after bank holidays, 
when sufficient IT support may not be 
available.

No – 0pt
Actions to take:
• Aim to offer a clear governance set-up. Your 

provisions ought to explain who may/has to 
do what and when.

• When deciding upon the date of entry into 
force, consider the wide array of factors 
that could affect the implementation 
timeline that should foresee time for 
‘translation’ of the act into IT requirements, 
organisation of a tender procedure, adapt 
existing IT solutions or develop new ones, 
testing and bug fixing, etc.

• Make sure that your legal text does not 
come into force right after bank holidays, 
when sufficient IT support may not be 
available.

I am not yet there - 0pt
Action to take:
• In case you are not at the legal drafting 

stage of your policy design yet, please do 
run this component of the digital-ready 
checks later again to fully benefit from its 
guidance or consult the ‘Digital-ready 
policymaking’ chapter of the Better 
Regulation Toolbox.

• This component gave you some insights on 
how to draft your legal act so that it remains 
future-proof, fosters automation, and 
enables smooth digital implementation if 
you opt for digitalisation.
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