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http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/themes  

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/themes
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/statistics/themes
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Eurostat’s Mission Statement 

To be the leading provider of high-quality statistics on Europe 

Our aims are: 

 To be the reference for statistics on Europe 

 To provide the statistical information needed to design, implement, 
monitor and evaluate EU policies 

 To develop and promote standards, methods and procedures that 
allow the cost effective production and dissemination of 
comparable and reliable statistics throughout the EU and beyond 

 To steer the European Statistical System, strengthen cooperation 
among its partners, and ensure its leading role in official statistics 
world wide 

 To be the public authority for European Statistics and verify data 
used for administrative purposes. 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/pgp_ess/ess/ess_news
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Free dissemination policy  

 Started 1st October 2004 

 All statistical Data and electronic publications are free of charge 
via the Eurostat website 

 Available in three languages (English, German and French) 

 > 4.500 datasets online available 

 > 1.200 tables online available 

 > 6.000 publication available 

 Data updated twice a day 

 Among top 5 visited websites of the European Commission 



Inflation dashboard  

 

 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/inflation_dashboard
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/inflation_dashboard
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http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/guip/introAction.do  

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/guip/introAction.do
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/guip/introAction.do


Applications for mobile devices 

 

 

 

 



Applications for mobile devices 

 

 

 

 

 http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/country-profile/id490077702?mt=8  

 https://play.google.com/store/apps/developer?id=Eurostat  

 http://www.androidzoom.com/android_applications/tools/eurostat-country-profiles_bxmbh.html  

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/country-profile/id490077702?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/country-profile/id490077702?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/country-profile/id490077702?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/developer?id=Eurostat
http://www.androidzoom.com/android_applications/tools/eurostat-country-profiles_bxmbh.html
http://www.androidzoom.com/android_applications/tools/eurostat-country-profiles_bxmbh.html
http://www.androidzoom.com/android_applications/tools/eurostat-country-profiles_bxmbh.html
http://www.androidzoom.com/android_applications/tools/eurostat-country-profiles_bxmbh.html
http://www.androidzoom.com/android_applications/tools/eurostat-country-profiles_bxmbh.html
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 Example: Google search 

 

– minimum wage belgium 

– tassi di disoccupazione 

– минимальная заработная плата 

– hükümet borcu 

– 最低賃金 

– 最低工资 

– offentliga sektorns skuld 

 

 

We have to go where the users are... 

http://www.google.it/search?hl=it&source=hp&q=tassi+di+disoccupazione&aq=f&aqi=g4&aql=&oq=&gs_rfai=
http://www.google.com/search?q=minimum+wage+belgium&aq=f&aqi=g4&aql=&oq=&gs_rfai=
http://www.google.it/search?hl=it&source=hp&q=tassi+di+disoccupazione&aq=f&aqi=g4&aql=&oq=&gs_rfai=
http://www.google.ru/search?hl=ru&newwindow=1&q=%D0%BC%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%8F+%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%8F+%D0%BF%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0++%D0%A4%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F&btnG=
http://www.google.com.tr/search?hl=tr&source=hp&q=h%C3%BCk%C3%BCmet+borcu&btnG=Google'da+Ara&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&oq=&gs_rfai=
http://www.google.co.jp/search?hl=ja&q="%E5%B0%B1%E6%A5%AD%E6%A7%8B%E9%80%A0%E5%9F%BA%E6%9C%AC%E8%AA%BF%E6%9F%BB+%E3%83%95%E3%83%A9%E3%83%B3%E3%82%B9&btnG=%E6%A4%9C%E7%B4%A2&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&oq=&gs_rfai=
http://www.google.com/search?hl=zh-CN&q=%E6%9C%80%E4%BD%8E%E5%B7%A5%E8%B5%84+++%E6%B3%95%E5%9B%BD&btnG=Google+%E6%90%9C%E7%B4%A2&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&oq=&gs_rfai=
http://www.google.com/search?hl=zh-CN&q=%E6%9C%80%E4%BD%8E%E5%B7%A5%E8%B5%84+++%E6%B3%95%E5%9B%BD&btnG=Google+%E6%90%9C%E7%B4%A2&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&oq=&gs_rfai=
http://www.google.se/search?hl=sv&source=hp&q=offentliga+sektorns+skuld&btnG=S%C3%B6k+p%C3%A5+Google&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&oq=&gs_rfai=
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We have to go where the users are... 

Source: Eurostat 
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Where are we? 
 

 Dramatic changes in the environment of official statistics 
producers (e.g. data deluge) 

 

 Modernization of statistical information system seen as a 
question of survival for the sector of official statistics 

 

 Standardization viewed as a key enabler for 
modernization 

 
 "Standards-based” industrialization of statistical production 



ESTAT 



The ESS.VIP Programme 

It aims at: 

• realising economies of scale and productivity 
gains through sharing information, services 
and costs;  

• at developing a common ESS infrastructure 
and appropriate legal framework and new 
administrative mechanisms that will allow 
for sharing of information, services and costs 
among ESS partners.  

 



1. Building up common infrastructure   
through technical cross-cutting projects 

• Information models and standards; 

• Networks/infrastructure for exchange of information; 

• Data Warehouses reference architecture; 

• Shared services; 



2. Sharing information, services and costs 
through projects in selected statistical domains 
 
Administrative Data Sources; European system of Interoperable 
Statistical Business Registers; National Accounts; Price and 
Transport Statistics; International trade in goods; Information 
and technology surveys; Common Data Validation Policy. 

3. Developing frameworks and administrative 
mechanisms  

Governance; Legal framework; Human resources; Cost sharing 
and financial resources; Communication. 



Are we too ambitious ? 



Modernisation 

21 June 2013 21 

At the highest levels, the official statistics world 
sees a need to “modernize” statistical production 

• Faster time-to-market 

• Treat statistics as a “product” where all 
production streams are well-managed 

• Utilize economies of scale to increase speed and 
reduce cost 

• Utilize automation to lower costs and focus 
expertise 



Changes in the Statistical Environment 
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• Traditional statistical production is no longer enough! 

• We are faced with many new data sources (Google, cell-
phone data, social networking, etc.) 

• The demand for data is growing 

• The cost and speed of traditional survey-based statistical 
production does not meet demand 

• Ability to deal with “big” data 

 

• But the quality of new data sources is unknown (and it is not 
official data: it is a commodity sold by data aggregators)  



Standardisation 
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• Without a standardised concept of statistical 
production, we will not see: 

• Economies of scale across statistical institutes 
internationally - shared solutions 

• Good vendor support for the industry 

• Harmonization of statistical data (leading to more 
comparable data) 

• Reusable, interoperable data for users 

• Two major standards have emerged: 

• Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange (SDMX) 

• Data Documentation Initiative (DDI) 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/sdmx/index.php


RDF Vocabularies 
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The statistical community has traditionally used XML-based 
technologies for data production and dissemination 

• But their primary mission is to produce good data 

 

Linked Data: 

• RDF Data Cube vocabulary, based on SDMX 

• Extended Simple  Knowledge Organization vocabulary (XKOS) 
is a product of the DDI Alliance (for statistical classifications) 

• The DDI Discovery vocabulary is based on the DDI model (for 
lower-level micro-data) 



The EU Open Data Strategy 
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• Innovation, growth and jobs 

• Transparency 

• Evidence-based policy making, efficiency gain in 
public administration 



http://digital-agenda-data.eu/datasets/digital_agenda_scoreboard_key_indicators  

http://digital-agenda-data.eu/datasets/digital_agenda_scoreboard_key_indicators
http://digital-agenda-data.eu/datasets/digital_agenda_scoreboard_key_indicators
http://digital-agenda-data.eu/datasets/digital_agenda_scoreboard_key_indicators
http://digital-agenda-data.eu/datasets/digital_agenda_scoreboard_key_indicators
http://digital-agenda-data.eu/datasets/digital_agenda_scoreboard_key_indicators
http://digital-agenda-data.eu/datasets/digital_agenda_scoreboard_key_indicators
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http://eurostat.linked-statistics.org  

http://eurostat.linked-statistics.org/
http://eurostat.linked-statistics.org/
http://eurostat.linked-statistics.org/
http://eurostat.linked-statistics.org/


Clarification of Terms 
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• When we say “data” in the statistical community, 
we are referring to numeric data of a very 
specific type: statistics! 

• The LDOW definition is much broader! 

 

• When we say “raw data” in the statistical 
community, we are talking about confidential 
responses from individuals to surveys 

• It is illegal to put this directly on the Web, and for 
good reasons! 



1. Loss of control 

2. Finding Eurostat through third-party products 

3. Data may be misused 

Issues to think about 

21 June 2013 29 



1. How proactive should we be in seeking new uses for our 
data? 

2. Can we do more to help people to use Eurostat data 
creatively but correctly? 

3. Can we do more to inform users of third-party products 
about the added value of Eurostat and the ESS? 

Questions about open data 
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Eurostat: the reference provider 
of statistical data in Europe 
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• No other EU organization is fully dedicated to the 
production of statistical data 

• Data must be of the highest quality! 

• We are data experts – this is what we do! 

• We are here to serve Europe as a basis for 
informed decision-making 



Conclusions 
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• The world of official statistics has collaborated 
with linked-data experts to create vocabularies 
based on the best models of the statistical world 

• This collaboration must continue: unsolved issues 
remain 

• Working together produces a better result 

- Better policy 

- Better-informed citizens 

• Eurostat is committed to pursue this effort! 



•Maintaining the quality of EU statistics 

•while enabling re-use  
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