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GDPR – ECHR CASE LAW 

 

 

Regarding the ECHR case law, the Council of Europe counts with the following case 

law database concerning the Protection of Personal Data.  
 

 Guide to the Case-Law of the of the European Court of Human Rights, 

Data protection, First edition - 31 December 2020 

 

This Guide is part of the series of Case-Law Guides published by the ECHR to 

inform legal practitioners about the fundamental judgments and decisions delivered 

by the Strasbourg Court. This particular Guide analyses and sums up the case-law 

on data protection under the European Convention on Human Rights. Readers will 

find herein the key principles in this area and the relevant precedents. The case-law 

cited has been selected among the leading, major, and/or recent judgments and 

decisions. 

 

 Case law of the European Court of Human Rights concerning the 

protection of personal data, June 2018 

 

The Case law of the ECHR concerning the protection of personal data provides a 

chronological and thematic judgments. The following thematic could be found: 

 Access to Personal Data 

 Balancing Data Protection with Freedom of Expression and the Right to 

Information 

 Consent of the Data Subject 

 Correspondence 

 DNA Database 

 GPS Data 

 Health Data 

 Identity 

 Information Concerning Professional Activities 

 Interception of Communications 

 Photos 

 Private life at work 

 Processing of Personal Data by the Police 

 Surveillance Methods 

 Video Surveillance 

 

https://rm.coe.int/guide-data-protection-eng-1-2789-7576-0899-v-1/1680a20af0
https://rm.coe.int/t-pd-2018-15-case-law-on-data-protection-may2018-en/16808b2d36
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 Personal data protection case law, Collection of personal data (Factsheet, 

March 2021) 

 

The Personal data protection case law, Collection of personal data, counts with 

thematic ECHR judgments. The following thematic could be found: 

 GPS data 

 Health data 

 Interception of communications, phone tapping and secret surveillance 

 Monitoring of employees’ computer use 

 Saliva samples 

 Voice samples 

 Video surveillance 

 Storage and use of personal data (In the context of criminal justice) 

 Storage and use of personal data (In social insurance proceedings) 

 Storage and use of personal data (Storage in secret registers) 

 Tax information 

 Telecommunication service providers’ data 

 Disclosure of personal data 

 Access to personal data 

 Erasure or destruction of personal data 

 

 

 Guide on Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights,  Right to 

respect for private and family life, home and correspondence (Updated on 31 

August 2018) List of cited cases 

 

This Guide is part of the series of Guides on the Convention published by the 

European Court of Human Rights to inform legal practitioners about the fundamental 

judgments and decisions delivered by the Strasbourg Court. This particular Guide 

analyses and sums up the case-law on Article 8 of the European Convention on 

Human Rights until 31 August 2018. Readers will find herein the key principles in 

this area and the relevant precedents. The case-law cited has been selected among the 

leading, major, and/or recent judgments and decisions. 

 
 

 

 

       

       

 

 

https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/FS_Data_ENG.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/guide-on-article-8-of-the-european-convention-on-human-rights/16808e67cb

